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T intend to test the views of the Committee
on thig clause.

Clause as amended put, and a division
taken with the following result:—

Aves 8
Noes 9
Majority against 1
AYRE.
Hor. J. R. Drown Hon. T. Moore
Han, A. Burvill Hon. A, J. H. Saw
Hon, J. Cornell Hon. BE. H. Harrls
Hor. J, M. Drew (Teiler.)
Hon. J. W. Hickey
NoExs.
Hon, J. Duffell Hon. J. Nicholson
Hor, J. Bwilog Hon. H, Stewart
Hon, J. A. Qreig Hon, H. I, Yelland
Hon. Y. Hamersley Hon. H, A. Btephemsan
Hen. JF. J. Holmes 1 Teller.)

Clause thus negatived.
“lause 7—-Notification of disease:

The CHAIRMAN: Mr. Ewing asked for
the recommittal of Clause 7.

Hou. J. EWING: In view of the amend-
ment which has just been carried, I dc not
think it necessary to move n motion regard-

ing this cluuse.
Progress reported.

BILL—PEARLING AT AMENDMENT.
Retnrned from the \Assombly without
amendment,

BONDS,
Y.

Asemhly,

BTLL—TREASUR,
DEFT(‘I‘FJI\"!}

Received from the and read

a first time.

F e adjourned at 10,36 pon.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—WAR PATRIQTIC FUNDS,

Mr. SAMPSON (for Lieut, Col, Denton)
asked the Premier: Is it the intemtion of
the Government to introduce a Bill for an
Act to give effect to the recommendations
of the Royal Commission on the War Pa-
trictic Fundas?

The PREMIER replied:
sion,

Not this ses-

QUESTION—STATE PAYMENTS TO
COMMONWEALTH.

Mr. THOMSON (without notice)} asked
the Premier: Will a return be laid on the
Table of the Housc showing the amounts
paid to the Commonwealth by the State!

The PREMIER replied: I am endeavour-
ing to get the information, but it will take
some time to do so.

MOTION —-STANDING ORDERS SUS-

PENSION.
The PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—Boul-
der) [4.353]: T move—

That during the present sitting the
Stunding Orders be suspended so far as
to enable Bills to be introduced without
notice, and to be passed ithrough thair
remaining stages on ikis day, ond mes-
sages from the Legislative Counoil fo be
taken into consideration forthwith.

Question put and passed,

BITLL—APPROPRIATION.
Message.

Message from the Governor received amd
read recommending the Bill,
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All Stages.

Introduced by the Premier, passed through
all stages without debate, and transmitted
to the Council.

BILL—LOAN, £3,645,000.

Introduced by the Premier and read a
first time.

Message.

Message from the Governor received amd
read recommending the Bill,

All Stages.

The PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—Boul.
der) {4.43] in moving the second reading
said: This Bill is necessary to enable the
existing programme of public works amd
services to be contirued up to the end of
the financial year, and until such further
period as authorisations may be obtained.
The amount for which authority to borrow
is asgked is £3,645,000. This is £118,000 less
than the Loan Bill of last year.

Hon, Sir James Mitehelt: You have some
authority etill left?

The PREMIER : Yea: the amount is
about the game that we have been raising
for some years.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: You have not
eaten up all the other authority?

The PREMIER: We are earrying on
practically the same programme of work,
and it is necessary to have authority to
borrow this money in order to carry on the
worka which have already been approved
by the House on the Loan Estimstes.

Mr, Taylor: You still have unexpended
some portion of the previous authorisation?
“The PREMIER: Yes, the balance un-
raised as at the 30th June last was
£1,239,138. Thut amount will be absorbed
by the State’s share of the Commonwealth
loan that was recently floated. I antieipate
that we shall have to raise a loan early n
the new year of approximately £2,000,000
to enable us to carry on.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell:
raised in Loondon?

The PREMIER: Yes. As the Leader of
the Opposition knows, the agreement with
the Commonwealth Government respecting
local borrowings covers this finaneial year
only. It is unlikely that there will be any
more borrowings in Australia during the pre-
sent year. Therefore we shall have to go on
the London market to meet our obligations
for the balance of the year. We are carry-
ing on at present with a pretty substantial
overdraft at the London and Westminster
Bank. Tt is on very favourable terms, more
favourable than the rate at which we shall
be able to raise money now.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Far more fav-
ourable. ’

The PREMIER: I am hopeful that the
position will improve regarding the price of

That will be
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money. The recent Commonwealth loan was
loated at £97 10s. at 434 per cent. So far
as I can ascertain, the tendency is for the
price of money to come down somewhat in
the O1d Conntry, The loan last year was,
I think, at £98 at 3 per cent. The present
position is somewhat of an improvement
upon  those figures, and that was shown
when the £6,000,000 loan was recently raised
by the Commonwealth Govermnent. I do
not know that there is anything more I can
say regarding the Bill. Tt is the annual
loan Bill, and it is necessary for us to have
authority to go on the market at the most
favourable time, T move—

That the Bitl be now read o second time.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [+.48]: T agree with the Premier that
the Government must have authority to raise
money to carry on, and also that he will
have to find a comsiderable sum during the
c¢oming ¥ear. I hope that the exchange
dificulty will be adjosted. To-day the ex-
change rate is acting praetically in restraint
of trade and surely an adjustment will be
made by the British and Federal Govern-
ments.

The Premier: Tt ig about 70a. now.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is un-
thinkable that that rate should be continued.
Our ipterest bill will be substantial, It is
the British Government’s policy to encour-
age trade and for that purpose Britain
lends money to the Dominions to enable
them to buy her goods. That is the system
Britain adopts to encourage her export trade.
T feel sure that the Premier will not have
mueh  difficulty in raising the mnecessary
money in England. Money is cheaper in
these days. The New South Wales Gavern-
ment raised money on Treasury bills at a
very low rate of interest quite recently. Of
course that was a temporary loan, whereas
the Premier will regnire the money for a
much longer period than obiained in that
instance. T notice that the schedule con-
tains provision for £40,000 for the State
Steamship Service. T do mot know just
what that amount will cover.

The Premier: That is for a ship to re-
place the p.s. ‘“Eucla.’’ Her machinery is
worn out and it would not pay to repair
her. Tt would not be a husiness propo-
sition.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: These old
hoats are not eommereial propositions. The
‘“Bambra’’ ia another of the old brigade
that cannot pay her way.

The Premier: We saved money recently
when one of our boats was tied up.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: You are
obliged to Mr, Walsh for tying her up!
Had he known that he was doing you a
good turn, perhaps he would not have
adopted that line of action. T hear that the
seamen’s strike is at an end and that work
is to be resumed.

The Premier: Work will be resumed in
the morning.
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHEBELL: I am
glad of that. It has been an anxious time
for the Government and an unpleasant time
for everyore concerued. Law and order has
been more or less set aside at Fremantle
by Mr. Walsh and some of the others. It
will be a great relief to get to business
again, As to the s.g ‘‘Eucla,’’ I suppose
that no private company would cater for
the south coast trade even with the sub-
sidy.

The Premier: Not on that section. The
Government will have to maintain the ser-
vice on the south coast, otherwise the people
will be left without supplies. We went into
the question of repairing the ‘‘Eucla’’ but
fovud it would not be a payable propesition
at all

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Pre-
mier knowa that L believe it would be better
to allew private people to run these services,

but I do not suppose they could run that’

gervice without loss for some time to come.

The Premier: I would be satisfied if pri-
vate people would provide a serviee, but I
am afraid they would not do so on that
L.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
Premier were proposing to provide a ship
to cater for trade that private owners were
willing to serve, it would be another matter.
Unfortunately our coastal trade is small and
those services are almost bound t¢ be run
at a loss.

The Premier: Especially along the south
const.

Mon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Gener-
ally speaking, our coastal trade is such that
it is difficult to run, The Minister eontroi-
ling the State Steamship Service announced
some time ago that the ‘‘Eucla’’ would
have to be replaced, and I know that the
service has to be maintained. Whatever
views we may hold regarding State enter-
prise, we cannot offer opposition te this
item,

My, THOMSON (Katanning) [4.54):
We recognise that it is impossible to carry
on the affairs of State without borrowed
money. Large suvms of money are required,
and while Parliament is supposed to be the
costodian of the finances of the State, we
generally find that we are eommitted to
expenditure and Parliament has no other
courge to adopt but to approve of the neces-
sary authorisation. The Government might
well take into consideration the appointment
of a public works committee, so that there
might be a cheek npon some Ministers and
upon the finances generally. If that course
were adopted, vast sums of money might
be saved, For instance, if there had
been in existence a public works com-
mittee, we would not have experienced that
unfortunate episode regarding the Lake Clif-
ton railway, When we come to discnss the
gchedule to the Bill, I would like the Pre-
mier to explain one or two items. I am
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pleased to know that he will be leaving for
England shortly, and I hope he will be able
to make satisfactory financial arrangements
while there.

My, Taylor: Parliament is not ap vet.

Mr. THOMSBON : The Premier will be able
to go to London whether the gession is con-
cluded or not. There are one or two mat-
ters that the Premier might take into con-
gideration. The Leader of the Opposition
referred to the position of our exports and
to the difficulties arising from the exchange
problem. I hcpe the Premier will eonsider
gecuring some relief when dealing with our
requirments sieh as those of the railways
and so on. Then again, it has been stated
that the Wembley Exhibition will be econ-
tinned next year. If that be so, and West-
ern Australia participates in the cost, I hope
the Premier will endeavour to see that the
state of affairs that obtained this year will
not be repeated. Large numbers of our fruit-
growers secured a met return of la, per
ease for their fruit, whereas their apples
were sold for as much as 64. eaeh in Lon-
don. There were 200 apples of certain gizes
in a case, and that meant that while our
growers reeeived a net return of 1s. per case
for their labours, these who had the right to
rell their apples at the exhibition, secured a
return of £5 per ease!

Mr., George: Some of the prowers got into
debt over it.

Mr. THOMSON: Thizs is s matter the
Premier might well take up when in London.
He might discuss the position with the
Agent General with a view to making ar-
rangements for Australia to sell her own
apples and to put the profita into a pool
for distribution amongst the growers. It is
outrageous that onr people should get such
a poer return as 1s. per case, whereas the
retailers in London sold the apples at 64.
ecach. They robbed the British publie—I
say that advisedly—and our growers were
robbed as well. T wish to avoid a repetition
of that state of affairs. While recognising
that 95 per cent. of the expenditure covered
by the loan authorisation represents a legacy
from the previous Administration, I hope
that the money will be wisely spent and in
such a way that we shall not have to lay ont
254, to secure a return of £1 for our produce.
The present Administration have bad a
heavy burden placed on them, and there
is a general desire to give them a reasonable
chance to make good. I hops the Premier’s
wishes will be realised, and that we shall
be able to get this money.

Hon. 8ir James Mitehell: Agriculture is
a good enough legacy for this or any other
Government.

Mr. THOMSON: But I am not dealing
with that; T am referring to our fruit in-
dustry, partievlarly the dried fruit industry.
Many of our prowers are petting but a piti.
ful return. We require to go in for profitable
production. Our wheat and wool are finane-
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ing the State, but when we come to the dried
fruit industry and the potato indmstry, we
find that growers have spent more money in
putting in crops than they are likely to get
by way of a return. We require to direct
the energies of our people iuto channels
that will he profitable both to the State
and to the growers., Of courge I am not
npposed to agriculture. Could anything be
more ahsurd?! In this House T represent
an agrieultural section of the community.
We have the Agricultnral Department with
ita experts, and we should direct the new
settlers to proper methods so that they may
have a reasonable chance of getting a fair
return for their money.

The Minister for Agriculture interjected.

Mr. THOMSOXN : The Minister's interjee-
tion in rather absurd, No one knows better
than I that we cannot control the markets
and the sensons. But the Government can
direct settlers as to the best methods of cul-
tivation and as to what trees to plant for
export, our local market heing not large
cnough to absorb our production. To-day
hundreds of tons of potatoes have been left
in the ground because it will net pay the
arawer to dig them. Tt is te overcome that
sort of thing T am raising my voice. T am
not seeking to cast any reflections at all

lNon, Sir James Mitehell: Tasmania is
in the same fix.

Mr. THOMSON: And Vietoria also. 1
recognise that. Bot attention conld be paid
to profitable methods of dealing with onr
producte.  For instance, it is suggested that
a Bill should bhe brovght down giving the
Minister eontral, Many of our producers are
hepinning to realise that the only way to
get decent prices for their products is to have
compulsory unionism. The member for Swan
{Mr, Sampson) has been advocating the
adoption of the Quensland Frnit Marketing
Act, and the Minister for Agriculture has
said that we shall have it next year. T have
had to point out these things in self-defence,
in onler to preclude anybody charging me
with admitting that agriculutre is not the
hackbane of the country, or something of
that sort. I will offer no oppesition to the
seeond reading.

Mr. E, B, JOHXNSTON (Williams-Nar-
rogin) [3.5]: T am pleased to see that of
a projosed expenditure of a litthe over three
and a half millions, two and a quarter mil-
lions is to he devoted lo the development of
agricutture, Then no less a som  than
£156,000 js heing voted for the econstruection
of new railways, some of which have bheen
authorised only five minutes ago. This
seltedule i remarkable, hoth for what it in-
eludes and what it omits,

The Premier: What does it omit?

Mr, E. B, TOHNSTONXN: T have read the
schedule carefully. It consists of 13 jtems
for railways, among which is the Norseman-
Salmon Gums line, T do not think that has
been assented to by the Governor yet, not-
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withstanding which we find £20,000 pro-
vided for it. 1 am net complaining of that.
It is a proper expenditure. But when I
look through the list of 13 items, I regret
to say I find no reference to a line that has
heen authorised for 10 years, namely, the
Narrogin-Dwarda railway.

The Premier: But that was in the last
Loan Bill. It is not necessary to inelude
that here, for provision has already been
wade for it.

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON: 1 am very
pleased to hear that explanation. It is what
[ wanted to know. I knew that £50,000
for the line was ineluded in the last Loan
Bill. The Premier will realise that large .
numhers of people concerned, who will read
this sehedule in to-morrow’s paper, would
ha very muech disappointed without tbat ex-
planation. On the 10th March last 300
electors attentively listened to the Premier’s
address at a meeting, when he gave an as-
surance——

The Premier: But I didn’t have to. They
turied me down. They didn’t want to hear
it.

Mr. E. B. JOHXSTOX: Because they
knew that yon and your Government were
supporters of the line. On the 10th March
the Premier said that after the elections he
wotlld be Premier, that there would be a
Labour Government, and that it would be
left to the Lahour Government to boild that
railway,

The Premier: But I have years ahead
in whieh 1o fulfil that promise.

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON: I was a little
concerned about the omission of the item,
although I am now very pleased to have the
Premier’s explanation. T warn the Pre-
mier that if he waunts to keep faith with
those eleetors—and T know that he does—
amd intends to carry ont that promise, it is
necessary that he should do so within the
next two years.

The I'remier: XNo, no!

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTOXN: If he fails to
cirry it out within the next {wo years he
may he denicd opportunity to earry it ont
at all.

The Premier: Why be so pessimistie?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Let him carry
ont the promise aml varry it out now. How-
ever, T am pleased to have the Premier’s
assurance that the reason for the omission
is that provision has ajrendy been made for
the building of the railway.

Mr. SAMPSON (Swan) [5.10]: In the
ahscenee of the memhber for York (Mr. La-
tham) T wish to say that every section of
the House approves of the passing of the
measnre. Tt is merely a platitude to de-
vlare that development is necessary, and
that funds are required in order to provide
facilities needed by the State. Some re-
ference has been made to the difficulties of
the fruit-growers. T keenly realise those
difficulties. Tt seems to me that in addition
to a Bill on the lines of the Queensland
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Fruit Marketing Aet, we require also a
Federal Act to control the export of fruit.
Without such an Act there is necessarily
an abgence of control, and accordingly we
find that whereas to some ports and coun-
tries an excess of fruit is exported, to other
eountries and ports we export less than is
required. Bot with a Federal Act, and
with the growers co-operating in respect of
export, that state of affairs would be cor-
rected. I look forward to the introduction
of such a Bill in the Federal Parliament,
for it would bave a very good effect in re-
spect of fruit export in all the States. The
member for Katanning (Mr. Thomson)
dwelt on the disastrous result of the export
of apples last year. But an even worse con-
dition exists in respect of the export of
oranges. I know growers who have not only
failed to secure a return, but are heavily in
debt as the result of their onterprise, 1
repeat that in order to make the Queens-
land method of control thoroughly effective,
it is necessary that there should be also a
Federal Act. Then we as a State might do
something to assist. We require at Fre-
mantle, in juxtaposition to the whart, a pre-
cooling store. The Minister for Agrieul-
fure has discussed this matter, but unfor-
tunately there is as yet no provision for
that essential faeility. It is elaimed that
the existing stores at South Fremantle are
sufficient. But the Minister will have no
difficulty in securing evidence that they are
not by any means sufficient. Pending the
erection of the necessary pre-cooling stores
for export of fruit, additional louvre vans
might be provided, so making it possible for
fruit to be conveyed from the refrigerator at
South Fremantle to the ship’s side without
suffering any violent chunge of tempera-
ture. As for the apple export industry, we
must not be too pessimistic. T pay a tribute
to the magnificent work earried out by the
co-operative company at Mt. Barker.
Mr. Thomson: 8o, too, at Bridgetown,

Mr. SAMPSON: Greater success has
been achieved at Mr, Barker than at any
other centre in the State. There the secre-
tary, Mr. A. T. Booth, has proved himself
a veritable eaptain of organisation, and the
results even during the present season have
been reasonably satisfactory. When the
member for Katanning spoke, T thought 1
detected a note of pessimism in his speech.

Mr. Thomson: That was purely imagin.
ation on your pari,

Mr. E. B. Johnston: I think the wish
was the father of the thought.

Mr. SAMPSON: I would like to gee the
member for Katanning and also the member
for Willisms-Narrogin adopt a more op-
timiatic view, and then the corrective I have
applied on this oceasion would not be neces-
sary. It ie very gratifying to find that ad.
ditional funds are being provided for the
goldfields water supply, which of course in-
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cludes all the agricultural areas served by
the scheme.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [5.17]: The
other night I endeavoured fo elicit some in-
formation from the Premier, but was told
to wait until the Loan Bill was before us.
i should like to know the pogition regard-
ing the Yarramony eastward railway.

The Premier: You have missed your
chance; you should have mentioned that on
the Loan FEstimates.

Mr. GRIFFITHS : [ take it there is
no significance in the order in which the
railways are mentioned in the First
Schedule.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member can
not disenss the sehedule at this stage.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: 1 was marely re-
Yerring to the order of the items.

Mr. Corboy : The Lake Grace-Newdegate
railway is sltogether too far down the list.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: 1 am in accord with
mueh of what has been said by the Leader
of the Couniry Party and the member for
Swan, particularly ns regards the fruit in-
dustry. FEarlier in the session I endeavoured
to secure the appointment of a eommittee
to investigate various phases of the fruit
industry, and I am satisfled the remarks of
the member for Swan to-day have shown
that my action on that oecazion was justi-
fied. A good deal rould be dome by us to
organise our producers, quite apart from
anything the Government might do.

Question—put and pasged,
Bill read a second time.

In Committre,

Mr. Luatey in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill.

Clanses 1 to 6—agreed to.
First Schedule:

Hon. Bir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
very glad to see that the Brookton-Dale
River and the Yarramony eastward railways
are provided for. I understand this money
¢annof be expended until tbe Government
get a further authorisation from Parliament.
Both these railways are fully justified and
long overdue. It will be satisfactory to the
settlers to know that if they do mot get a
railway this year, the Government will meke
a gtart next year. I helieve great pgood
will result from starting the construction of
these lines.

Mr. THOMSON : One item in the sehedule
reads—

Loans and grants to local authorities
for erection of country hospitals or dis-
charging existing liabilities thereon, and
to trustees of agrieultural halls; also to
institntiona for erection of homes, ete.,
£25,000.

Ia it the intentior of the Government to
continye the present policy of mbgidising
the loeal authorities round for pound for
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the erection of hospitals? Further, what
is the policy in dealing with agricultural
halls? 1 know that in some parts a ecom-
bined hall and school have heen erected.
Where the settlers put up a certain amount
of money for a hall, the Education Depart-
ment should work in with them and provide
one decent building to serve both purposes.
I presume the provision for institutions for
erection of homes, etc., applies to workers’
homes,

The PREMI1ER: Tt is the poliey of the
Government to continue the subsidy for the
erection of hospitals. There are several hos-
pitals in course of crection or just com-
pleted. The call on the Treasury for money
for hospitals in the country districts is
pretty heavy, more particularly in the South-
West, where group settlements are loeated.
We are finding money wherever possible for
that purpese. T need oot discuss the whole
question of the maintenance of hospitals,
but some of the country districts, especially
the old established ones, might do more than
they have been doing for the maintenance of
their hospitale. Even whean the smallest sum
ia required to put a lock on a door or a
pane of glass iz a window, requests come
from solid, prosperous towns for the Treas-
ury to find the money.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: They are net as
had as the eity or the goldfields.

The PREMIER: The hon. member is
wrong as regards the goldfields. Many gold-
fields towns for years past have borne the
whole cost of the maintenance of hospitals.
Nearly every mining town has had a8 hes-
pital board, and the men employed on the
mines have made weekly contributions to-
wards the upkeep of the hospital. Thus the
Treasury has been relieved of the necessity
for finding money.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You refer to
the outback ones?

The PREMIER: Yes. The position gen-
erally is not satisfactory. In some districts
the Government bear the whole of the eost;
in other places the local people find a por-
ttan of the momey,

Han. Sir James Mitehell:
they?

The PREMIER: At any rate, we might
endeavour to place all districts on a uniform
basis,

Mr. Sampson: Where there is a (Govern.
ment hoapital, there is absolute indifference
on the part of the public.

The PREMIFR: They are all Govern-
ment hospitals,

Mr. Sampson: T meam where the Govern-
ment provide the funds.

The PREMIER: Yes, there is indiffer-
ence; the [eople say, ‘‘Let the Government
maintain the hospitale.’’

Mr. Sampson: Other centres like Keller-
berrin provide the bulk of the money re-
quired.

The PREMIER: Maintenance is hardly a
subjeet for discussion under this Bill. It is
the policy of the Government to eontinve the

Why should
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subsidy. The practice has been for the
State to make loans to the local people for
the erection of mechanics’ institutes and
halls. That policy will be continued. In the
old days there was a pound for pound sub-
sidy, but that was discontinued before the
commencement of the war, Now, loans are
wmade to the local bodies, who have to pay
the interest and repay the principal. That
it ax far as we can be ecxpected to go.

Mr. Thomson: What about a joint school
and hall instead of having two buildings?

The PREMIER: I do not know how that
will operate; the Education Department
would have to be eonsulted. In some of the
more remote districts where the school at-
tendance is not great, it might be possible
to have a joint building.

Hon. Bir James Mitchell:
enough for a time.

The PREMIER: In some districts it is
in operation at present.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But is not satis-
factory.

Mr. Taylor: It has beecn most vnsatisfac-
tory ocn the goldfields.

The PREMIER: I have before me at pre-
sent a file relating to a church that we
have been using for a echool. The church
authorities have advised us that the building
wtll not he available after the end of the
year, so we shall have to erect a schoal
there.

Mr. Taylor: You cannot be very popular
with the churches.

The PREMIER: It arises from the fact
that the ) arents were protesting against the
accommodation provided for the children.
The Eiducation Department would not fav-
our the eombined hall and school on an ex-
tensive scale,

Mr, Thomson: What about the provision
for institutions for erection of homes, ete.?

The PREMIER: That is for institutions;
maybe additions would be required for a
place such as the Old Men’s Home,

Hehedule put and passed.

Second and Third Scbedules, Preamble,
Title—agreed to.

Bill reporte@ without amendment, and the
repert adopted.

Reail a third time, and transmitted to
the Couneil.

It does well

BILLS (3)—RETURNED.
1, Indnstries Assistance Act Amendment.

2, Norgeman-Salmon Gums Railway,
Without nmendment,

3, Forests Aet Amendment.
With amendments,

BILL—MAIN ROADS.

Read a third time, and transmitted to
ths Couneil.
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BILL.- -PERMANENT RESERVES
(No. 2).

Second Reading,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. C. Angwin- -North-East Fremantle)
[5.36} in moving the sevond reading said:
It appears that in August, 1916,a proglama-
tiop was issued for the purpose of handing
over portion of the reserve on which these
Houses of Pilinment are erected to the
Perth City Council for the widening of
Uay-street, Hom. wmembers being fully ac-
quainted with the position, I need not go
into the question at length. Twenty links
are required from this reserve for the pur-
pese of widening Hay-srreet. Owing to the
dangerous grale adjoining the reserve, it is
thought advisable that a commencement
should be wade here with the widening of
Hay-street. Originally it was thought that
a proclamation would suffice to hand over
the necessary strip of Iand, but when it
crme to carrying the matter into effect the
discovery was made that some question
might arise with regard to the proclamation.
The reserve being of (lass A, it ia thought
to be necessary that Parliament should ap-
prove of the transfer by a special Act. The
question of the transfer has been referred
to the House Committee, and the Bill be-
fore members shows clearly what is pro-
posed. The matter has been under consider-
ation for many wvears, and has been ap-
proved by the Government and by the House
Committee. Tn all probability the transfer
would have been earried into effect ere this.
if there had been no doubt ahout the pro-
clamation.

Mr. George: Of what value is it to widen
the street by that short strip?

The MINTSTER FCR LANDS: The im-
mediate object is to improve the grade.
When the House Committee give their ap-
proval to the work. thev shonld stipulate
that the widening must ke eompleted within
a definite period. Hay-street is narrow
throughout its length, and this measure pro-
poses a commencenrent of the process of
widening.

Mr. Taylor: The widening will remain at
that.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: T apree
with the hon. member that we are not likely
to see Hay-street widened throurhont its
length. Wowever, a start must be made
somewhere. The City Council, T understand.
intend to buy some land further down to-
watds the city.

Mz, Tayler: Onle the school ground.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
may buy some other land lower down. Cer-
tainly. without the transfer proposed by
this Bill, the other purehases would be use-
Jers. T move—

That the Bill be aow read a second
time.
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Mr. GEORGE  (Murray-Wellington)
{5.401: [ am quite in acvcord with the desire
to widen Hay-street. TUndoubtedly that
strevt is too narrow, espeeially having regard
to the inereased motor traffie, The history
of Hay.street shows that the street was orig-
inallr intended for.a right-of-way to houses
facing St. George’s-tertace and Murray-
street, T would have no objection to tlie Bill
if it contnined words to the effect that the
transfer should not he made until the Perth
City Council have aeqnired the other por-
tions of land necded to make the widening
of snffieient length to he valvable. Simply
to widen the street for a distance of three or
four chaing wounld be to make an absolotely
dangerous break in the street. People using
the footpaths from either end would be
inclined te continue in the same line, and
s0 they would walk on {he roadway, Every-
one must agree that the narrowness of Hay-
street constitutes a danger, but the widening
by only the strip mentioned in this Bill
would constitute a still greater danger. I
have no objection to anything that will
improve the eity, but [ want to ensure that
wo shall get what we need, namely, the
widening of Hay-street over an appreciable
length, The proposed transfer would be
all vight if the City Council had also a
strip in the direction of the Town Hall, or
else a strip towards Thomas-street, Tram
ears going up the hill aceelerate their speed,
and that factor wovld make the widening
of Hay-street merely along the length of
this reserve cspeeially dangerpus,

The Minister for Lands: The speed of
the tram cars is another reasen why the
wilening shonld take place.

Mr. GEORGE: Yes, provided it is done
over a suflicient length. To widen the
street only along the length of Parliament
House grounds will induce pedestrians
to indulge in juy-walking, concerning which
we already have many complaints,

Hon, Sir TAMES MITCHELL (Northam}
[5.48]: I shall not oppose the Bill. I do
not kmow how the rveserve is vested, but I
suppose it i3 under the control of the Gov-
ernment, Tf the Perth City Couneil are
ngking for this strip of land in order to
widen Hay-street, they are doing what is
right.

The Minister for Landa: If the proela.
mation had heen in order, the transfer would
have been collected long ago.

Hen, Sir JAMER MITCHELL: The wid-
ening should be continued a little lower
down: otherwise, as the member for Murray-
Wellington (Mr. George) has said, a dan-
gerous corner would be created. To get a
bit of the High School greound should not
be diffieult. The land shonld be secured——

The Premier: While it is not built on.

Han, 8ir JAMES® MITCHELL: Yer.
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The Premier: The City Council are about
fo resume a strip right along to those
printing works,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I shall
not object; and the owner of the land will
not object, becanse he will see that a good
price i3 paid him for the land. Tke onlr
part of Parliament House grounds that
membiers use at all is the part in front of
this building, a strip wide enough to plant
an orange tree upon. The rest of the grounds
might as well be thrown open to the public.
I have met people only occasionally erossing
the grounds; not many appear to make use
of them now. It does appear strange that
this reserve should be so litfle availed of
by members of Parliament. Therefore it
ouzht to be possible to put it to better use.

Mr, TAYLOR (Mt Margaret) [5.47]: I
was a memher of the House Committee
when the request was previoualy made by
the City Council for a strip of Parliament
House grounds to permit of the widening of
Hay-street at that locality. The House
Committee pointed out that nothing eould
be done unless an Act of Parliament were
passed, for the reason that the reserve was
Closs ‘‘A.’" Some time later the City
Couneil, under the impression tbat they
were entitled to take possession of the strip
that thev required, sext up an army of men
to pull down the fence anl remove the hedge.
I was Speaker at the time and soon put a
stop to the aetion then eontemplated. T am
not in favour of giving away this land in
the manner snggested by the Minister, If
I were sure that the City Council were in
earnest with regard to the widening of Hay-
street, T might be inclined to support the
proposal. At the same time I would require
an assurance from them that they would
take steps to aequire a strip of similar
width between George-street and Milligan-
street, so as to carry the widening process
a further distance. The City Couneil have
nore roads to look after now than they
ever had hefore, and notwithstanding the
faet that they are levving a econsiderably
greater amount hy way of taxation, they are
unzble ta keep existing roads in decent
oriler, If the 20 links in question is given
to the City Counecil and Hay-street is wid-
ened from George-street to Harvest-terrace,
pedestrians proeeeding in a westerly direc-
tion will run into a dead-end in the shape of
the wall of a twon-storeyed house at the
eorner of Harvest-terrace and Hay-street,
whilst the pedestrians going east will run
into the fig tree at the corner of George and
Hav-strects.

The Premier: The iraffie goina east will
he on the ather side of the road.

Mr. TAYLOR: T am referring to pedes-
trians, who walk on either side of the road.
The position will them be similar fo a bal-
lock with one horn. The desire nf the City
Couneil is merely to grab a bit of land be-
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.
varse it is owned by the Crown., Members
of the City Couuncil have been lobbying up
here for the last 15 years in the hope of
getting this strip of land, but the House
Jommittee always refused to let them have
it.
The Prenier:
Committee now.

Mr. TAYLOR: They ceaged firing when
I told them to pull off their men. Lately
they aproached the mew House Committee,
who yielled to their «demands, T am suvre
that the present House Committee did not
read the correspondence that took place on
this subject. If they had done so, they
wonld never have recommended the granting
of the atrip.

The Premier: The City Council must
lave nobbled the Iouse Committee.

Mr. TAYLOR: T do not say that, though
they did try to nobble the former House
Cominittee. Tn any case, we should impose
a condition on the City Council by which
thcy should reveal their bona fides in re-
spect of widering Hay-street for a distance
bevond that of Parliament House grounds.
The TTigh School land is now available for
sale. Let us see what the eouneil will do
in that respect.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a seeond time.

We have a good Houze

In Committee.
Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Power to exeise portion of re-
s.rve Al162:

Mr. GEORGE: T move an amendment—

That the following words be added to
the clause:— "But ghall not be handed
over to the City Council until they have
proved their bowa fides by purchesing
similar land between Milligan-sireet and
Thomuos-streel.

If this amendment iz not earried, T hope
gsomething of the kind will be agreed to.
The MINISTER JFFOR LANDS: T do not
know what the hon. member’s idea ia. The
explanation he made wag ridiculous hecanse
in many atreets in various parts of the world
there are to be found thoroughfares that
vary in width, in parts parrow, in parts
wide, and especially around public build-
ings. What right has this House to dictate
to the City Couneil in the way of purchasing
land?
Mr. George:
dictate to ua?
The Premier:
polite manner.
The MINTSTRR FOR LAXDS: The
City Council eould not possibly acquire the
Jand suggested in the amendment because
the eost would e too heavy. The proposal
contained in the Bill will enable a start to
he made. The request of the eourcil should
be acceded tn because just that part of
Hay-street that will be widened is danger-
OVA,

What right have they to

They cane to me in o very
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Mr, George: Tt will be even more dan-
gerous when the alteration is made,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
City Couneil bave power under the Muni-
eipal Corporations Act to resume whatever
lands they may require for munieipal pur-
poses. We can afford to give them this nar-
row strip from Parliament House grounds.
In my opinion we have too many reserves.

Mr, George: We canot have too many.

The MINISTER IFOR LANDS: The
passing of the Bill will not affeet the
grounds around Parliament House in any
way, The House Committee will see to it
that the grounds are properly protected
when the strip is acquited. This has the
approval of the CGoverament, and on the
15th August last the joint House Committeo
also gave its approval,

Mr. George: Woe ought to have the right
to deal with it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: What is
the object of insisting that the City Couneil
shall buy land further up the street? Ap-
parently it does not wmatter how dangerouns
the George-street corner is, the council are
not to have this bit of land unless they buy
up a lot of private property.

Mr. George: That was not my argnment.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
what the amendment indicates. Beyond

Harvest-terrace the land is owned by private
people, and may be resumed by the council
on payment of eompensation.

Mr. TAYLOR: T move an amendment on
the amendment—

That the word ‘*Thomas’' street be
struck out and ‘‘George’ be inserted in
teu,

This will make the amendment mere reason-
able, and will restrict the area to that por-
tion of Hay-street lying between Milligan-
strect and George-street. 1 understand the
High Bechool ground has been for sale for
some weeks, and T would bhe satisfied if the
City Couneil would show their bona fides hy
purchasing it,

Mr. DAVY: T am opposed to both
amendments. Tt is improper to ask the City
Council to prove their bona fides when there
is no smaspicion of mala fides,

The Premier: It is an insinuation against
them.

Mr. DAVY: Trke Government desired
that the City Couneil should have this piece
of land many years ago.

Mr, Taylor: The Joint House Committee
objected to the Order in Counneil that was
passed at the time.

Mr. DAVY: The City Council have now
made a firm offer for the High School land
gt the corner of George-street, and are oaly
awaiting the passing of this Bill to have
the offer accepted.

Mr. Taylor: T am satisfied.

Mr. DAVY: No proper machinery is
possessedl by the City Council for the widen-
ing of their streets. They should have the
right to exercise the alignwent plan, and
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to he obliged to pay compensation only for
land that is resomed on the building side
of that line.

My, GEORGE: I am still of opinion
that the acquisition by the City Council of
portion of the Parlinment Honse site will
not obviate the dangers ;];:t exist at the
corner of Qeorge-stroet, if tha High
School ground is slso purchased I dares{;y
the danger will be obviated. T shall with-
draw my amendment.

Mr. Taylor: So shall I.
Amendments by leave withdrawn,
Clause put and passed,

Se¢hedule, Titie—agreed to

Bil} reported without amepdment, anu
the report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil,

BILL—INSPECTION OF MACHINER)
ACT AMENDMENT.

8econd Reading.

My, WILSON (Collie) [6.10] in moving
the second reading said: The object of the
Bill iz to amend an Act that was passed
last session for the purpose of restricting
employment in lifts to maimed and inea-
patcitated soldiers. There was, howaver, a
mistake in that amending Act, and it hes
rendered the measure practically inopera-
tive go far as any benefit to theso men i=
concerped. Owing to an error, the word
““or'’ wae inserted in ome of the sections
instead of the word ‘‘and.’”’ This is really
a one-word Bill.

The Premier:
have bad yet.

Mr. WILSON: T hope it will be one ot
the most cffective. The seetion this Bjll
proposes to amend reads as follows:—

No person under 21 years of age or be-
tween that age and 50 shall be employed
in the control of a passenger lift unless
ke (a) has served the Empire in any war,
or (b) is physically incapable of under-
teking more exacting laborious work.

The Bill provides for the insertion of the
word ‘‘and’’ instead of ‘‘or’’ so that the
section may read, ‘‘and is physieally in-
capable, ete.’’

Mr, George: That is emphasising prefer-
enec to soldiers.

Mr, WILSOXN: Of course it is, and that is
what was intended hy the Aet passed last
year. I move—

That the Bill be now vread o gecond
time.

The smallest thing we

Mr.GEORGE (Murray-Wellington) [6.12]:
There ean he no possible exception to the
Bill, whieh has my hearty snpport.
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Mr, DAVY (West Perth) [6.13]): In
theory Bills which confer preference upon
any particular class of the community are
wrong, but the proposition in this ease is
quite a different one. It is proposed to re-
serve to a small number of persons the ome
kind of job for which they are pecnliarly
fitted. The amendment to the prinecipat
Act that was passed last year failed to do
this, 1 should think undoubtedly as the re-
sult of an oversight. The intention of thie
Bill is to rectify that error and to ressrve
this particular job of lift attendants to
maimed and incapacitated soldiers. We
might, therefore, waive our principles in
order to pay this little tribute to these un-
fortunate men.

‘Mr. Sampson: It was the intemtion ot
the late Government to limit this particular
work to maimed and incapacitated soldiers.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a seeond time.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to T.J1 pm.

In Committee, eto.

Bill passed through Commititee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Couneil.

BILL—PEARLING ACT AMENDMEXT.
Secornd Reading.

Hon. 8, W. MUNSTE (1llonorary Minister—
Hannans) [7.31] in moving the second read-
ing said: The Bill deals with one prineiple
and eomprises six clauses. That one prineciple
relates to the abolition of dummying in
the pearling industry. The desire on the
part of the department and of the psople
generally for the abolition of dvmmying
arises from the fact that the pearling in-
duatry is graduelly, but surely passing into
the hands of Asiaties. It would perhaps be
more correet to say that the results de-
rived from the industry are going into their
hands. It is the desire of everyone that
that position should be altered. There are
many methods adopted for the purpose of
dummying and the clauses of the Bill are
necessary to overcome the many ohstacles
in the way of that end being achieved. The
Bill provides for the appointment of a
special inspector who will be vested with
considerahle powers. If appointed, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the Bill, the
speeial inspector will have all the powery
of a Royal Commissioner. He will be able
to make inquiries even on suspicion that a
mon iy voneerned with dummying.  After
making application suceessfully to the police
magistrate or resident magistrate, the
special ingpeetor will be armed with powers
to execute a search warrant for the purpose

t ASSEMBLY.

of discovering documents. I am informed
by the officers of the department that they
were positive last year that certain docu-
ments were locked up in a safe at Broome.
Had it been possible to gain access to the
safe for the purpose of procuring those
docuntents, the ofticers are certain they could
have proved up to the hilt many instances
of dummying.

Mr. Teesdale: In one safa?

Hon. 8, W, MUNSIE. Yes.

Mr. Sampson: Was that a syndicate?

Hon, 8, W, MUNSI1E: No, different peo-
ple. Without the powers provided by the
Bill, the officials were not able to do any-
thing. Western Australia, up to the pres-
ent, has supplied more than half of the
world’s supply of pearl shell, During last
year, although there were only 190 boats op-
erating, the value of pearl shell and pearls
produced represented £237,000. An industry
oiving sueh results is ome that we should
endeaveur to prevent falling into the sole
control of Asiatice. The objeet in intro-
dueing the Bill is to secure that the returns
from the pearling industry shall remain with
the Britisher and not pass to the Asiatie,
Almost exclusively at present the divers
are Japanese. Quite recently an experiment
was tried with the importation of Chinese
divers. I do not know that that will mean
any great improvement on the Japanese, for
once the wily Chinese gets to knew the bus-
iness as well as de¢ the JFapanese now, it
may be that they will prove a greater
menace in conmection with dummying.

Mr, Teesdale: The Chinese are a bit
quicker.

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE: Yes, at grasping
the situation. There is no need to discuss
the Bib at length at this stage, but it may
be mentioned that while the pearling in-
dustry at Broome is not declining, the white
population concerned with the industry is
declining, while the Asiatic population is
increasing, Tt will be the desire of every
hon, member to see that position altered
and the British population increase and the
Agiatic population decrease. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Mr. COVERLEY (Kimberley) [7.36]:
T support the second reading of the Bill
It is not mnecessary to emphasise its im-
portance. Hon. membera must be well aware
of the importance attaching to the measure
because of the publicity given to the matter
in the columns of the daily Press. The lcad-
ing public bodies in Broome, such as the
Pearlera’ Association, the Returned Sol-
diers’ Association and the local governing
authorities have been pleading for some-
thing of this deseription to be done for
years past. T am in possession of corres-
pondence dating hack to 1918, Tn that vear
the Pearlers’ Aszociation eonvened a public
meeting at Broome to disemss ways and
means of suppressing the dummying menace
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to the pearling industry. As a resuit of the
meeting a petition was gent to the Governor
asking for an amendment of the Pearling
Act. In April, 1919, a reply was received
from His Execellency’s private secretary to
the effect that he had forwarded the re-
quest to Ministers for their eonsideration.
Nothing else was heard of it and that is
where the matter ended. In November,
1921, the Pearlers’ Association made an-
other attempt to have legislation passed and
placed their requirements before the then
Premier and a Parliamentary party who
visited Broome in that year, The commit-
tee of the Pearlers’ Association placed the
whole matter hefore the visiting Parlianen-
tarians with the yesult that the Chief In-
apector of Fisheriea was sent to Broome
later on for the purpose of discussing the
matter with the Pearlers’ Asgociation and
framing amendments to the Pearling Act.
This was done with the result that later some
of the amendments were agreed to, but
others were set aside. The met result has
been no improvement in the industry and
dommying still exists. Drastic defects re-
quire drastic remedies and that is what is
required to stop the dummying that is go-
ing on. I do not think anyone will suggest
that too much is requested under the pro-
visions of the Bill. We have to keep in
mind that this ig special legislation for a
special industry and it will not affect any
other industry if agreed to. On the other
hand, if the powers sought in the Bill are
not agreed to, the resnlts may affect the
whole of Australia. T do not say that with
a view to influencing hon. members who do
not understand the position, but I bave in
mind the riots that oceurred among the Asia-
ties themselves in Broome sume time ago.
Those riote were mneh more serious than
moet hon, members are probably aware.
Had it not been for the sound judgment dis-
played by the police officers and the returned
soldiers of Broome, we would have had
bloodshed at that town. Tt is not palatable
for me to relate these things, but the peo-
ple of Australia are entitled to know where
we stand regarding the Asiatic question in
Broome. T wounld be lacking in my duaty
if I neglected to place before hon, members
the truth regarding these matters. It was
stated by the editor of the local paper at a
pnblie meeting on the 10th July, 1924, that
those concerned in the dummying business
at Broome had formed a company with a
capital of approximately £16,000, That
money had been collected from indentured
lahour, divers, and so on. The editor said that
he was in possegsion of information showing
that the leaders of that movement were
responsible for the riots that oceurred in
Broome. He fuorther stated that less than
12 months ago a well-known eommereial trav-
eller had eome to Broome and had been met
by a deputation representing Japanese
storckeepers. The deputation informed him
that they had formed a trade protection

27

society amongst themselves and had decided
that he was not to deal with any of the
smaller men, If he did so, they would
transfer their custom.

Mr, Thomson: That applies to some
British traders too!

Hon, 8, W. Munsie: Whila we may be
prepared to tolerate that among Britishers,
it is hard to take it from Asiaties,

Mr. COVERLEY: I mention these facts
to pive members some understanding of the
position and to show that T am not placing
before them inaccurate statements.

Member: You are in favour of a white
Australia,

Mr, COVERLEY: Quite so. This is a
bigger question than some people realige.
This Asiatic trouble ia menacing onr White
Australia pelicy. In my opinion the Bill
does not go tar enough. I should like to
gee in it a c¢lause prescribing one white
shell-opener to be employed on every boat.
That would do away with dummying, But
for the lateness of the session I should move
to that effeet when in Committee, 1t ia
appalling to a believer in the White Aus-
tralia poliey system when it is realised that
out of 1,633 employees in the industry, only
109 are white men. TUnless we get the Bill
through in its entirety we shall presently
find the industry in Broome in the same
position as it i in Darwin and at Thurs
day [sland, where no white men at all are
emploved in it. Tn Broome alone there are
198 luggers, 16 pearl dealers, 12 shell
buyers, and five pearl cleaners. There are
109 white men employed in the industry
altogether, with 20 aborigines, 3¢ Chinese,
727 Japanese, 181 Malays, 27 Manillamen,
and 535 others. (tod knows what the others
are! Tu 192223 the industry fished 1,267
tons of shell worth £182,135 and £44,698
worth of pearls. These figures serve to show
the value of the industry, and to remind us
that we should do all that we ean to protect
it, first of all with a view to keeping our
race white, and secondly in order to do jus-
tice to those who are serving Australiz well
by settling in the tropics. Those people are
only agking that to whiech they are justly
entitled and for which for years past they
have been pleading in vain.

Mr. TEESDALE (Rochourne) [7.47]:
During the debate on the Bill in another
place statements were made that, in defer-
ence to the wishes of members here, I must
reply to. Any member found guilty of
eharges made by a member of another place
mght not to he sitting in this Chamber
with honest men. As my mame hag been
mentioned, the Honse must be good enough
to hear mo briefly in reply.

Mr, Marshall: We will give yon five min.
utes.

Mr. TEESDALE: First of all I shonld
like to ask the Speaker whether it is per-
missible for me to mention the name of a
memher of another place. On a recent
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cceasion names were freely handied abont
in another place without any protest from
the President. Perhaps the Speaker will
tell me whether or not we have the same
privilege here.

The SPEAKER: T gather from what the
hon. member has said that he intends to
traverse arguments used in another place,
and to reply to them. I draw his attention
to Standing Order 127, ax follows:—

No member shall allude to any dehate
in the other House of Parliament or to
any measure impending therein.

More specifically to the point is this pas-
sage from ‘' May''—

Unless the discussion is based upon a
substantive motion, drawn in proper

. terms, reflections must not be east in de-
bate upon the conduct of the Hovereign,
the heir to the throme, or other members
of the Royal Family, the Viceroy and

Governor General of India, the Governor

General of Canada, the Lerd-Lieutenant

of Treland, the Speaker, the chairman of

ways and means, members of either House
of Parliament, or judges of the superior
courts of the United Kingdom.

So the hon, member, if he contemplates re-

viewing a debate in another place and re-
plying fo the arguments there used, will not
be in order,

M. TEESDALE: Well, what opportunity
shall I have to defend myself againat the
scandalous charges made? There must be
some refuge for me.

The Premier: Yon ean go shead.

The SPEAKER: The hon. member is in
precisely the samc position as an ordinary
memher of the public. No member of this
Chamber can here review or answer debates
held in another place. All that is open to
an ordinary eitiven to redress a wrong
given under privilege is open to the hon.
member—uo niore.

Hen. Sir James Mitehell: Tg it that an-
other place enjoys privileges not acecorded
to us?

The SPEAKER: I cannot go into that.
The Standing Orders of another place pro-
vide for calling to order a member of an-
other place, just as is done bere.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: Then they must
be very elastically ndmiuistered there.

The SPEARKER: Although it is no part
of my duty to do so, T am willing to give
the hon. member an idea as to how he may
proceed, if he wishens, to deal with a specific
motion. ‘‘May?’’ says—

Unless the discnssion is based upon a
substantive motion drawn in proper terms,
reflections munst not be cast in debate, ete.

If he wishes merely to reply here to any-

thing of the character he indieates, be must
move a substantive motion in proper form.

Mr. Holman: Who is the member in an-
other place?

Mr. Taylor: Mr. “¢A."?
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Mr, A certain
man—s-——

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Not a gentle-
maxy.

My, TEESDALE: — says it is surprising
to what depths sume white men will descend
to make money, and that there are in
Broome white men who would ussociate with
voloured men in order to make money at
the expense of the genuine pearler. This
gentleman went on to say that not only
are there men in Broome whoe will do this,
but that there is ohe member of the Legis-
lative Assembly

The SPEAEKER: I hope the hon. mem-
Trer is not trying to abuse the rules of the
House. If, by suppressior of names and by
supposititious statements of faet, the hon.
member is giving a yuotation from what has
been said in another jplace, he is reflecting
on a debate in another place.

The Miniater for Lands: That is not a
reflection.

The SPEAKER: Not so far.

The Premier: A reference to a debate is
uot n reflection on a debate.

Mr. TEESDALE: Tn the ‘‘Daily Nows”’
it was reported that this gentleman said
that Mr, Teesdale had made an spplication,
with the whole force of his approval behind
it. to the TFisheries Department for per-
mission to allow an Asiatic to have &
pearler 's license. The gemtleman the paper
was reporting said—

I could show from these papers I have
in my hand the extent to which a ecer-
tain member has benefited at the hands
of the present Government.

T am sure the present Government will take
a little notice of this.

The Premier: T did not think they wonld
find that out.

Mr. TEESDALE: Seemingly it is pos-
sible for a man to receive henefite at the
hands of the Government without knowing
anything at all about it. Certainly T do
not know what benefita I have received at
their hands, although I have received a
lot of abaso at times.

The Premier: These things are bound to
leak ont.

Mr., TEESDALE: Again, this gentleman
eaid that he could, if he chose, tell the
House what Mr. Teesdale might have made
had he succeeded in getting that pearling
License for that Asiatic. On the first point,
T tell the House T bave never had a farth-
ing from either the Premijer or the ex-
Premier in my life. If the allusion is to
the trip I recently took, T cam assure the
House I was short of a few vouchers when
T came back, and although T was told that
[ need not bother about it, that they would
take my word that the money had been
expended, vet, fearful of Royal Commis-
sions, T paid £4 61, and so closed the
aecount. Whether that gentlemam reported
in the newspapers was referring to that ¥
do not know, but apparently he was. If so,

TEESDALE: gentle-
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I am guze the department could give him all
the details he might require in respect of
that trip. That gentleman also said he
could if he liked—mark that!—tell the
publie what I would have made had I sue-
ceeded in getting a lieemse for that Asiatic.

Mr. George: Hed he had a go at it and
failed?

Mr. TEESDALE: We c¢an imagine the
awful strain it must have been on this man,
with these spiey details up his sleeve, to
keep them to himself instead of letting the
public bave them right out. That same gen-
tleman was engaged in a little newspaper
controversy with me, and hie last reply
made very apparent how hard pat to it he
wag to get together a decent sort of letter.
8o, T can searcely credit that he had this
important evidence up his sleeve while he
was putting together such o Jot of pifle as
he did at that time. I was advised by my
friends not{ to reply to it; it was too ridie-
ulous for words, and apparently my non-
reply has incensed him to sueh an extent
that he now almost accuses me of murder.
I wish to explain the wmatter as it apper-
tains directly to this Bill. I am sure I am
keeping near the point when I am going
to deal with the Bill before us. T did my
very best to get this license, as the gentle-
man jin the newspaper stated. T put the
whole of my foree behind it. Apparently
I was not successful; T admit that T did
my best. But it was not for an Asiafic,
It was for an Australian boy, bred and born
in Roebourne and edueated at the Christian
Brothers' College, Perth. T rang up the
prineipal of the college the other day,
Father Power, who told me this hoy was
one of the best he had ever eduecated at
that college. It was for 1his boy T tried
to get the license. Members might imagine
from the description given in the newspaper
article that the boy was an Asiatic, wear-
ing a loin c¢loth and accustomed to earry-
ing eoal up the gangway of a steamer. In-
stead of that, he was a pupil whom the
principal of the Christian PBrothers’ Col-
lege is prond of having edneated. There is
that much to hig eredit; he has a good re-
cord at the school where he was educated.
The first I Leard of this application was
from a petition from Broome, backed up
by 21 signatories, eleven of whom were
pearlers. They were good reputable
pearlers, too, men that I know, I wish
that to sink into the minds of people who
may be a little prejundiced. T wish them
to realise that it was not something got
up in Perth, The first intimation T had
was that petition, and T did everrthing in
my power for the boy. Tt may be inter-
esting to the gentleman in the pewspaper
to know that T succeeded in the first in-
atance, but the returned soldiers, hearing
of my suceess, very properly did their level
hest to upset the arrangement. They gue-
ceeded, and more power to them.

Mr. Panton: Why ‘‘very properiy’’t
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Mr. TEESDALE: They were justified in
trying tu carry out their ideas, just as 1 was
justified in doing the best I could to carry
out my ideas, but I had nothing against
them when they beat me. The other party
had no more to do with it than did the fly
that this moment I brushed from my fore-
head. The returned soldiers were respon-
sible, I did do a little growling through
the official correspondence, but no one out-
side heard of it, and [ did not rush into the
newspapers to ventilate my grievance. I
simply put up with it. While this contro-
versy was goiug on, and while these letters
were being bandied about from Broome to
the Colonial Secretary’s department, it was
reported in Broome that a certain member
of Parliament was doing his best to securs
& pearling license for an Asiatie. As soon
a8 I heard of it, T telegraphed to Broome
as followg:—

It is reported here that a certain M.P,
is supporting this application. I want it
to be understood that it is Teeadale of
Roebourne who is doing his hest, and I
want this telegram to be posted on the
atore door.

There is something deep and deadly albout
it when a man will wire in that strain for
fear his friends shonld not know his hands
were clean. T was not afraid of anyone
in Broome thinking T had anyxthing to be
ashamed of. T had known this boy
since he was a kiddie as high as
the table, and T knew he was a respect-
able boy. I Enew this father, who
had a pearling license for 25 years,
and I eonld not understand why the
bey chould not have the right to earn
a living at pearliug as his father had done,
C..a anyone tell me why that Doy should not
he alloved to continue in the avocation of
Lig father? If so, T should be glad to hear
it. I thought I wns doing perfectly right in
supporting  his application, and, what is
movre, [ still think T did right, I wish to
know whether there is any conspiraey about
this. A tremendous lot has heen made of
this so-called deep-laid plat. It has been
said that T did everything sub rosa to get
this pearliug lieense, and that T was to re-
ceive o hig bribe. T slall deal with that
later. There are a lot of things I want
to koow, hut T do not think you, Mr.
Speaker, would permit me to ask ahout
them.

The FPremier: Apparently the offence
consists not in your failure to get the L-
cenge, but in what you were going to get
out of it.

Mr. TEESDALE: That is s0. T took
the opportunity of introdueing the Premier
and the deputy Premier to this *‘sc¢oundrel’’
nf an applicant when they were in Broome,
and I think they were rather favourably im-
pressed with his style. They looked at him
as if they were interested in him when fhey
heard he was denied the right of cngaging
in the industry, They did not say it was a
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shame, but I think they wera impressed with
the boy.

The Premier: A very refined youth.

Mr. TEESDALE: After having been ac-
cused of these seandalous proceedings, surely
I am justified in ealling attention to a few
things I bhave done for the Pearlers’ As-
sociation, which I am now accused of hav-
ing tried to menace in this manner. I was
2 foundation memher of the Pearlers’ Asso-
ciation, and had a lot to do with its insur-
ance fund. I was alse selected to represent
the Pearlers® Associatior in a very import-
ant extradition case. The member for Perth
(Mr. Mann) went with me to the Duteh
Indies, and very ably carried out tbe re-
presentation of his particular department. T
may say we earried out our duties success-
fully,

The Premier: We heard last year that
both of you are well-known throughout the
islands.

Mr. TEESDALE: That was in connuee-
tion with the piracy of a schooner and stores
and the member for Perth successfuily
brought back his charges and got them suit-
able terms of imprisonment. I delivered
the schooner back to Broome in good order.
That, I think, was nothing prejudicial to
the Pearlers’ Association. Apgain, this
notorious individual, who has been trying fo
attack the very foundations of the Pearlers’
Aagsociation, was selected a few years ago
to show the Federal Commissioners over the
pearling fleet. Tt was on that oceasion that
Senator Henderson said he would not work
under eonditions T showed him for £10 a
week. Members con imagine how delighted
I was to retain that particular statement‘in
my mind, and to be able to repeat it with
great unetion at the banquet that night in
Broome, A particularly hostile senator had
come over here to clear that fleet of Asiaties,
and to do all he conld to back up the atti-
tude taken in Melhoprne, but he was satis-
fied it was no work for white men. When
be said that he would not take on the work
for £10 a week, it made things so much
eagier for us. I have done my best at all
times to help the pearling industry. T have
never had the remotest idea of doing it any
injury. I put in four years with the fleet
in Broome and at all times have been
willing to help the indumstry along, because
T take snch am interest in it. This gentle-
man was explaining at great length how T
came to make an attack on him through the
Press. He 52id on one occasion that it was
on account of a maternity ease with which
I was connected in Roebourne.

Mr. Panton: A maternity ease!

Mr, TEESDALE: The next time it was
necegsary for him to make an excuse, he
said it was on acconnt of his having beaten
me in connection with this partienlar pearl-
ing license, It seems to me he is rather non-
plussed as to what excuse he should make.
At that time he had not sufficient influence
to sway a row of pins, much less the Gov-
eroment, so that any kudos he may take
to himself for having upset this application

[ASSEMBLY.]

is purcly 4 figinent of his own brain. He
would not have heen take serionsly for five
minutes, I saw to that.

Mr. Mann: Who was the gentleman?

Mr. TEESDALF: 1 am not allowed to
mention names, [ do not take exception in
any shape or form to what he says about
e, ~0 long as it is true. To ask a mem-
ber to confine himself{ to the truth ia not
much. When I wrote n letter to the Press,
I thought this man would do his utmost to
get hold of mie; hut T never dreamt he would
degeend so Tow as to lic. He could have
tracked up my record of 40 years in this
State and found {wo or three things that T
would not like to hear about.

My, Panton: Ouly two or three?

Mr, TEESDALE: T would not do as this
man has done, deseend to the sewage of a
septic tank to get home on somebody. Tt
is one of the lowest things cver done in eon-
neetion with Australian Parliaments,

My, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. TEESDALE: Very weli, Sir. I do
not think anything so despicable as this
has ever previously been mentioned in pub-
He. It is a very dirty hird@ that fouls its
own nest.  Certainly, the nest has never been
very payable to me: but T have ulways done
my utmost to uphold the tradition of ecen-
turies that requires us to be decent to each
other, and not accuse each other through the
Press of aecepting bribes from Asiaties. On
the North-West Estimates I made some re-
marks abont certain individuals. Anything
T said then T will repeat on the public plat-
form outside any time the people eoncerned
wish me to do so. [ do sometimes say hers,
in anger, things that T afterwards regret
having said. The Minister for Agriculture
onee dragged something out of me that T
was sorry for aftevwards.

The Minister for Agriculture: 1 don’t
want to he dragoed into this controversy.

Mr. TEESDALE: Tf£ the man T refer to
wonld only say ovtside what he said abont
me, T would have a little of his superfluons
wealth. Every word T uttered was the truth,
and T defy him to prove the contrary. T,
had been keeping this up my sleeve for
vears, and I got sick of this man’s eounter-
feiting and could not stand it any longer;
particularly when he was abusing certain
friends of mine bevond all reason, Then T
said to myself, ‘T will et the public know
what a poseur this man is; how he has im-
posed on the people for years, putting him-
salf forward as knowing all shout the North?
West.”’ There is8 mo man representing the
people who knows less about the North-West
than this man knows. He said he had trav-
elled from one end of the State to the other
and knew all about it from A to Z. Tf
T knew anm little about the North as that
man does, I would not take the State’s
money for one day longer—and God knows
T neell it hadly! There is 2 man holding
an offieial position whe has never dome a
day’s manval work in the place that he
talks ahout se much. He has never done a
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niiie on a pearliug boat; he has never ridden
a yard on a horse; and bhe has pever been
two miles trom B port on the North-West
coast with the exception of the port I re-
present. On that occasion bhe went racing
through my township with a Governor, up-
setting the whole programme of hanqueis
an:l dances which had heen fixed up for that
day. The party went 44 miles out of the
town, and did not return until 10 o’clock
at night. That is the man’s sole achieve-
ment ip my electorate. He played the very
denve, and pave me about three months’
work to square it. I did expose that man,
and naturally he is very ¢ross about it. He
¢an remain cross s0 far as 1 am comcerned.
He said that he had visited all the North-
West ports as far as Port Darwin, On the
trip in ¢uestion be remained in Broome for
10 hours. He was never known to stay so
long in & port on the coast before, except on
one oceasion when he missed the boat. When
the Press announced this man's movements
the public naturally thought he was going
on a dangerous trip into the romantic
North, was going to do a bit of sernb-dash-
ing.

The Premier: Pioneering.

AMr, TEESDALE: Yes. But not he! He
never did any pioneering in his life. On the
last trip he made to the North he did not
even land at Broome, the reason being that
the sea was a bit choppy. A resident sent
word for him to come ashore, but the man
sent back word that he was not very well.
That was on the trip to Port Darwin. He
stayed at Porth Darwin only 24 hours, and
in that short space of time he succeeded in
hunting up a bit of garbage. He diseov-
ered that there were 80 per eent. of coloured
children in the local school. It happens
that T have been to Port Darwin several
times, and T knew that statement to be alto-
gether erroneous. I telegraphed to the Ad-
ministrator of the Northern Territory on the
subjeet, and was mot surprised to get a
reply that the exact percentage of enlonred
children was 54, and not 90. There was an-
other distribution of information detri-
mental to Australia! Tt was a wild exag-
geration to say there were 90 per cent. of
coloured children, when in fact there were
only 50. To smirch Port Darwin worse than
it desmerves is altogether unneceasary. Cer-
tainly, coloured men do predominate there;
but we need not exaggerate the position.
This man gains great comfort from the fact
that the North-West members are a very
united and loya! narty. That is indeed
pleasant to read. However, T am not in the
charmed cirele. At the same time it is in-
teresting to inquire how the individual in
question can be loyal in the face of his
attitnde towards the Closer Settlement Bill,
T have on two or three oceasions heard my
North-Western friends speak ahout cntting
up the pastoral areas of the North. Tet me
ask, did not that put a little strain on the
Jovs! united party? However, one is not
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supposed to notice that sort of thing. The
individual stated that I was an outeast and
i pariah, one who accepted bribes from
Aslatics.  Still, T am safe in saying that my
relations with other North-West members
are just as friendly as their relations with
this other individual. I want it to ba thor-
oughly understood that I do not complain
one hit about the publicity this individual
has given me in the newspapers, I take
exception only to his scandalous and lying
insinuations. I cannot eatch up with them
all. Through the Press they have travelled
thousands of miles, and it is quite possible
that my explanations of to-night will mever
cateh up with them. Therefore the individ-
nal has effected his purpose to some extent.
No doubt he took all that into considera-
tion. No doubt he refieeted that if he got
home his dirty, low inginvations throngh the
Press, some of them would stick somewhere,
that people in the remoter parts would he
under misapprehension regarding me. T
have now been in this State for 40 vears,
and I am prepared to pit my reeord against
the record of any individual at any time
and for any amount. Finally as to this par-
ticlar matter, T do not think there are
many members of this Chamber who would
believe the statements of the individual in
question; at any rate, I hope there are nof,

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Youn have not yet
told us who he is.

Mr. TEESDALE: The Bill does call for
much diseussion. The Broome people kmow
what they want and they are asking us to
give it to them. I am a good deal im.
Jresse@ by the faet that those conversant
with the industry have had a good deal to
do with the framing of the Bill. When 1
was in Broome lately several of the prin-
tipal poarlers there asked me to meet them
and we went through the minutes of the
previous meeting.  The subject-matter of
the Bill was also discussed at some length.
For many years dummying has heen going
on. I ean speak with regard to it for a
period of 25 years. I am afraid, however
that the Bill is not likely to altogether stop
it. Tt is proposed to vest the powers of a
Royal Commissioner in the chief inspector
up there. Of course it is palpable to every-
body that this measure is directed against
Agintics, and especially the Japanese, 1
have no geeat lava for any of the coloured
races, and particvlarly bearing in mind that
some of them knocked me overboard on a
dark night and that I was senseless too, be-
fore I was knocked overboard. I had a very
narrow squeak. There was a swishing tide
going ont and I very nearly lost my num-
ber. Still, I d0 not wish to see any in-
ternational trouble arise over anything thar
may be contained in the Bill, It is the
easiest thing in the world to ereate one, The
member for Kimberley referrcd to something
that oceurred up there a few years ago. 1
have ng wish that the measure should be
aimed at any partieular race; I wonld like
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to see the precautions generalised as much
as possible.

The Minister for Lands: There is noth-
ing in the Bill about any particular race,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The Minister
made that elear.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: I said that divers
were now whelly and solely Japanese,

Mr. TEESDALE: A massacre could oe-
cur in Broome in the space of a few hours,
and before we could send any help our peo-
ple would have had a bad time. T have
been there on two occasions when serious
disturbanees have taken plaece. T have al-
ways been fearfu] of something serious hap-
pening there and considerable harm oceur-
ring before any assistance could be sent.
The greatest care must,be exercised in the
appointment of an official to the position re-
forred to in the Bill, If I had my way, 1
would not dream of making an appoiat-
ment from Broome. A new man entirely
should be sent there, one who knows neither
Broome nor its complications, and I assure
the House they are many. We want in that
position & strong-minded and determined
official, one who would not have the slightest
business interests, commercially or in con-
nection with the industry. He ghould be a
man, too, wholly indifferent to public opinion
there and indifferent as well to the soeiml
obligations of the place. He should have
nbgolute and direet anthority and there
should be no occasion for him to refer to
the magistrate, It will defeat the object
of the measure if the inspector, vested with
the powers of a Royal Commissioner, hag te
apply to a magistrate hefore he can de any-
thing at all. In that ecase the proceed-
ings would be a faree. I would have this
officer protected against actions at law and
make him free from interference on the part
of members of Parliament. I would place
him beyond the possibility of any action
that may be taken by a member of Par-
liament with the object of nullifying what
had been done, Of course the officer would
have to take aetion at Broome and, what-
ever he might be compelled to do, would
cause a eonsiderable outery at first. When Sir
James Mitehell was at Broome, T arranged
for a number of pearlers to meet him there
to discuss the position. Tt was a splendid
opportunity for him to become conversant
with the aetoal state of affairs. The in-
spector was asked to attend that meeting
and naturally we expected that the whole
queation would he gone into, that the pear-
lers would prove their case, and that Sir
Jamey Mitchell wonld subsequently intro-
duce the necessary legislation to put matters
on a proper footing. The inspector sat there
the whale time and never spoke a single

word. 'The meeting lasted an hour and a
half.

Hon, 8. W, Munsie; He showed good
judgment.

Mr. TEESDALE: To put him st his
ease, we tried to induee him to tell us what
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he knew about the dummying bhusiness, if
he really did know anything at all about
it. The point iy, did he know anything
about it? If he did, why did he remain
silent as a stuffed beingt

The Minister for Lands: [t is not an
official’'s place to take part in a deputation.

Mr TEESDALE: The official was asked
to attend there to meet the Premier, and the
Premier was present at the invitation of the
local paople,

The Minister for Lands: He could com-
municate privately what be wanted to say to
the Premier.

Mr TEESDALE: He was invifed to at-
tend the deputation to give information, but
he never even gave a reason for not Speak-
ing,

The Minister for Landa: If I had been
there in the capacity of a Minigter, I would
not have permitted him to speak.

Mr. TEESDALE: Why did he aceept
the invitation to be present and them re-
main there like a stuffed thing ¢

Mr. Holman: He did not want to cast
his pearls abont at that period.

Mr. TEESDALE: I want to know what
he was afraid of on that day. It had been
given out that he knmew the position from
start to finish, Then why did he not say a
word? Was it because there was someone
at the deputation that he was afraid off

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Ob, nol

Mr. Coverley: The Broome people knew
why he did not speak on that day. That is
enough.

Hon, 8. W. Munsie:
perhapa.

Mr. TEESDALE: Perhaps one can stay
too long in those places, If I had my way,
I would not permit a Government official to
remain there for any period longer than
two years,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Don’t
forget that you were complaining a few
minutes ago respeeting what someonc else
said about you.

Mr. TEESDALE: If Government of-
ficials remain there too long, they become
too popular altogether. Of course I com-
gider the present inspector ia a very worthy
official. I am sure he is.

Mr. Coverley: You could not accuse him
of being too popular,

Mr, TEESDALE: I could aceuse him of
having been there a little bit too Iong. No
one could take exception to that. Bir
James Mitehell eame away from that depu-
tation with only a hazy idea of what was
expected of him, It was a great oppor-
funity lost. Had the inspector given us
some information about the position, I have
no doubt legislation would have been intro-
duced 12 months ago. The Broome pecple
have been considered in connection with the
framing of this Bill. They have hig in-
terests at stake, and I am prepared to sup-
port the Bill because it is a step in the
right direction, althongh I am not by any

Some of them did
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means convinced that it is going to elear
up the josition as we would wish to have it
cleared up. I know what a serious canker
dummying is. We must have a first-class
official there, a strong man who will not
care whether he offends the people and one
who must be free from interference of
every deseription, even at the hands of mem-
bers of Parliament and the resident magis-
trate. He muost have sole eontrol, and if
we can appeint a satisfactory official, his
efforts in 12 months should go o long way
towards clearing up dummying.

Mr. Marshall: Do you suggest that the
Bill will not accomplish that?

Mr. TEESDALFE: If the officer to be
appointed interprets the Aet firmly and
justly, he will he suecessful.

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: That, too, will meet
with immense opposition,

Mr. TEESDALE: One of the most im-
portant things in connection with the in-
dustry is the matter that I mentioned
earlier, the gradual dispiacement of good
divers and tenders. This is a serious mat-
ter, though it has nothing to do with slave
dealers or pearl thieving. The owners of
dummied boats are able to make a bigger
hid for the services of first-class divers and
tenders whose record is from eight to ten
tons of shell in a season. The pearler who
runs his boat on legitimate lines is thus out
and the result will be that these people will
have to rely upon indifferent divers. The
newspaper article said that white wen should
not be allowed to dive in deep water. 1
would point out that white divers from the
British Navy first taught our men in the
North bow to stage and dive to 30 fathoms.
There is no occasion to fear that white men
would not be capable of going to the same
depths as coloured men. They go to greater
depths than ecoloured men in the navy to-
day.

Mr. Davy: Could white divers replace the
eoloured men?

Mr. TEESDALE: Not altogether. We
are told by wone gentleman that sun-
shine is the cause of our pearls and
pearl-shell being of such a good colour. As
a rule the pearls are embedded in the
flesh of the fish and are in darkmess most of
the time. We are ‘also told that our eoast
has been inundated by slave traders. That
ja all puess-work. No one has ever heen
envious enough of our native population to
take any of them away. A friend of mine
iold me his boat ran aeross two Malay
dhows which were loaded up with trepang
and beche-de-mer. If people would pay &
little more attention to prevenfing the cteal-
ing of our trepang and trochus shell inatead
of worrying about an imaginary slave
traffic, it would be very much better. State-
ments like this create a lot of confusion.
They detract from the utterances of a man
and show that he has no cxperience of the
things he is talking about. No man knows
less of the North than the party who re-
cently gave such a wonderful explanation
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of the pearling industry. Tt is amusing
to hear such a maun dealing with so in-
trieate a subject. Men who have been con-
neeted with the industry for years do not
profess to know all about it yet. The person
I refer o is a neophyte and by virtue of
his aveirdupois and aggressive wealth al-
ways seems to hold the idea that all that
he suys must go. T suppert the Bill.

My, MARSHALL {Murchison) [9.48]: I
gupport the Bill. The North-West js far
removed from the seat of Government, and
it is well that there should be unanimity
amonyst those members who represent it in
Parliament. TE those whe represent it fail
to agree, the negligence shown by past
Governments towards the North-West may
continve for an indefinite period. That part
of the State demands immediate attention.
[ am not theroughly comversant with the
jearling industry, but from my travels in-
land around Broome and up and down the
coast I am aware that there are some im-
portant factors with whieh this Bill deals.
One important phase is the growth of the
Asiatic population along our coast. ‘This
has heeome noticeable to every visitor, for
inerensing nwmnbers of Asiaties are found
wherever the pearling industry is earried
on. To a large extent this is due to those
who started the industry in the early days.
They employed indentured labour, and it
ultimately became possible for those who
were eangaged to acquire their own boats.
Dummying is caused by some white men
who indulge in tbig practice in order to
defraud the revenue of the State, and ob-
tain some remuneration for themselves. It
wonld be very hard to obtain statistics show-
ing how much wealth the State lost through
this practice. Dummying as a system has
not been fully explained.

Mr. Sampson: Mr. Underwood explained
it.
Mr. MARSHALL: Not altogether. T
underatand that Asiatics proecure an interest
in a pearling lugger and induce a white
man to take out a license for them, and
that the Asiatics get the profit.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: White men hgve sold
their names to Asiaties for a couple of
hundred pounds.

Mr. MARSHALL: In that way they are
selling the wealth of the State.

Hon, 8. W. Munsie: That is so.

Mr. MARSHALL: There is no fear of any
international trouble. Most of the Asiaties
employed in the industry are British-born,
snch as those who come from the Malay
Peninsula and Koepang. The Manilamen
are Americans and are expert divers. The
Hong Kong Chinaman is also British-born.
This leaves the Japanese as the only people
we have to fear. As the Bill does not mean-
tion nationality when dealing with Asiaties,
T have no fear of international complica-
tions. The Bill shonld have a considerable
=ffect in preventing dummying, but to en-
-leavonr to stop it altogether is like trying
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to abolish gambling—it will be utterly im-
possible to pet rid of either. When white
wen are prepared {o sacrifice their names
and the wellare of the State for Asiatics,
it must be very diffienlt to wipe out this
evil. The Bill is a drastic one.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Yes. It provides for
a heavy fine or three years’ imprisonment.

Mr., MARSHALL: A big fine or im-
prisonment will be the only wmeans by which
we shall get rid of dummying. The powers
to be given to the inspector might have been
made even greater. ‘There appears to be
nothing in the Bill affording protection to
that official,

Hon. 8. W. Munsie:
vides that,

Mr. MARSHALL: He should be given as
mach protection as possible. It would not
be fair to appoint a person with all this
power unless he were accorded proper pro-
tection. Although the Bill may not aceom-
plish all that is desired, T believe it will
have the effeet of reducing the number of
Asiatics employed in the industry. When
they find it is impossible to get hold of a
pearling lugger they will rapidly diminish
in number.

The parent Act pro-

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham)} [8.58]: The member for Roebourne
{Mr. Teesdale) rcferred to a deputation to
an officer of the department. It was the
dnty of that officer to listen to what was
said, and not to make any observations of
his own. The deputation presented a great
deal of useful infermatien. This was an
excellent officer, who was brought down to
advise the department on the question. He
took up a perfeetly correct attitude.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Yes. T was going
to have a word to say in his defence.

Hon. 8Sir JAMES MITCHELL: He did
his duty.

Hon, 8, W. Munsie: Yes.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELT: He is a
¢apable man, Duommying has become so
serions a guestion that a Bill such as this
iy warranted. The inspeetor it is proposed
to appoint will have practically the powers
of a Royal Commissioner. Tt will be like
having a permanent Royal Commission sit-
ting in Broome to ingnire into cages pre-
gumably with the idea of cancelling licenses
if the evidence points to that necessity.
Dummying can be preverted by licensing
the rieht people, and refusing to license
those who are helieved to he deing wrong.
T do not think any form of ingniry will get
over this diffieultr.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: T do.

Hon. Sir TAMES MTTCHELL: The pro-
per thing to do is to license those who are
known to oo straight. Tt i3 a speecial in-
dustrv operated, presumably, by white peo-
ple who own the hoats.

Hon, 8. W. Muonsie:
the licenses now!

The white men have
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Hon. Bir JAMES MITCHELL: The
whole question is one of profit cither to the
white man or to the coloured man. What-
ever is done, it seems to me that the col-
oured men will get an undue share of the
returna.

Hon. S, W. Munsie: The Bill will mini-
mise that position to some extent.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Min-
ister has a profound respect for Acta of
Parliament. When he has lived a bit longer
he will bave a different impression. 1 think
the powers already provided in the Act are
sufficient te enable the authorities to refiize
to license an individual if the eircumstances
warrant it. Surely we should know the
man who is not entitled to get a license be-
eause he is regarded as umsuitable,

Hon, 8, W, Munsie: If he complies with
the conditions of the Aect, yon eannot help
licensing him.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There
will be very little written, although a great
many arrangements will be made. Tf the
Minister thinks that written documents will
be in evidence, he will find himself much
mistaken. Put the thing down if we can,
say that the ecolonred men employed shall
receive fair pay and reasonable conditions,
but beyond that they should not be able to
take the whole of the profits, or the greater
portion of the profits of the industry.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Are you aware that
thet?Bi]l will regulate the amount they can

e
& Hon. Bir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, but
T am not 80 simple as the Minister appears
to ba,

Mr. Mann: The Minister is not so simple
a3 he pugpests,

Hon. Sir TAMES MITCHELL: Tf there
are 2,000 foreigners and omly 120 white
men engaged, the latter will gee that the
coloured men get what is their dwe. I do
not oppose the Bill. 1 hope good results
will follow its introduetion. I merely rose
to explain that the member for Roebourne
(Mr, Teesdale) was not justified in reflect-
ing on amn officer who, in my opinion, has
done excellent service.

Mr. MANN (Perth) [9.3]: I support the
second reading of the Bill

The Premier: You all want the Bill but
if you are not careful you will talk it out.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: We have had
to sit here all night while others have talked
about Bills.

Mr. MANN: If there are any weaknesses
in a measure, surely it is no evil to point
them out!

Mr. Panton: There are none,

Mr, MANN: I have had some 20 years’
experience in conmection with matters com-
cerning the pearling industry. T have had
occasion to investigate pearling matters and
T know the intricacies surrounding the in-
dustry. Whilst the pearlers cater for the
Japanese as expert divers, relying upon
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them wholly and solely, and discarding other
nationalities, then the peavlers are in the
hands of the Japanese. The pearlers have
digearded the Manilamen and the Malays.

Mr, Coverley: They have dope nothing of
the sort!

Mr. MANN: At present they rely almost
wholly and solely upon the Japanese, of
whom there are 10 to one of any other
nationality. At one time a much larger
nomber of Manilamen and other nationali-
ties were employed as divers, Then came
the time when the Japanese dictated as to
who should aet as his tender. He would have
no other tender than one of his own coun-
trymen to look after him while he was below.
Later the Japanese mail was made up in
the Japanese club and was taken down to
the boat without passing through the hands
of the postal officials. Thus, the correspond-
ence carried on between the Japanese at
Broome and their agents in Japan was not
touched by the officers of the Commonwealth
Postal Department, After a time the Jap-
anese flew the Japanese flag on the lnggers
until they eame into the ereek, and they
hoisted it again onee they left the creeck.
They defied the owners and everyone else
connected with the industry.

Mr. Taylor: That is pretty serions'

Mr. MANX: I do not know about it being
pretty serious, but these are facts. Drastic
as the Bill may be, it will not stop dum-
mying.

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: Will it assist?

Mr. MAXN: It may assist in that diree-
tion, hut if the white pearlers are not hon-
ourable to themselves, neither this Bill nor
any other Aet will put a stop to dummying.

Mr. Coverley: If it does mot, we shounld
¢lose up the industry quickly,

AMr. MANN: Under existing conditions
the Japanese diver, before he starts on the
senson’s work, makes his demand as to what
his advance shall be. The Minister sup-
gests that the Bill will stop that sort
of thing. I do not know how it will be
done. Arn agreement may show that the
diver i3 to reecive only £50 or £100 as his
advance, bot that will not prevent him from
getting another £200 outside that agreement.
Until other Aivers are taught the business,
and other nationalities are eatered for in
the industry, the key to the industry will
he in the hands of the Japanese, for without
them neither pearls nor pearishell ean be
ohtained.  Until the pearlers employ men
of other nationalities as divers. thev wil?
never get over that difficulty. It is no use
wasting words: that is the position, The
Jopanese have really got control of the in-
dvstre te-day, and until the pearlers em-
plov men of other natienalities in the kev
positions of diver, and tender to diver, all
the statutes in the world will not stop dum-
mying. White men have been tried as divers
and it i¢ said they were not suecessful, They
were not accustomed to the under-sea cur-
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rents und the great depths to which the
Japanese will go. The only diver to sue-
cessfully compete with the Japanese is the
AManilaman.  In the course of years the
Criminal Investigation Department have had
to overcome many difliculties in connection
with the pearling industry,  Tilicit pearl
dealing is more difficnlt to deal with than
illicit gold dealing,  Until the pearlers
are honest with themselves and employ
others than Japanese, there will be little
opportunity to do away with dummying.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee, ete.

Bill passe? through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—TREASURY BONDS DEFICI-
ENCY.

Message.

Message from the Governor received and
real recommending appropriation in conner-
tion with the Bill.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Heon, P. Collier—Bonl-
der} [9.14] in moving the second reading
said: The Bill is required in order to fund
the defieits for the past four years. Auth-
ority was obtained to fund the deficits from
1912 to 1920, and so we have the deficits for
four vears, amounting to £2,050,000, which
it is necessary to fund. The total deficit at
the end of June last was £6,140,840, and in-
seribed stock and Treasury bonda te the
amount of £3,945342 have been initialed,
which leaves n balanee of deficit unfunded,
£2,104,745, less a balance available under
previous funding Aects of £227,256, with a
cost of raising estimated at £82,510, making
the amount set omt in the Bill, namely
£2,050,000. Tt is neeessury that this amount
should he funded to enable the Government
to take adventage of any money that might
be offering on reasenable terms, and to place
the deficiency account on a proper basis.
Maregver, it will release monev for publie
works and other requirements for swhiech it
was horrowed. It has been the practice to
fund the defieit each year sinee the original
Act wag first passed, but no provision has
heen made for it Auring the past four years.
Tt is neerssnry that we should now provide
for the balance of the urfunded accumu-
lated deficit in the manner set out in the
Act of 1916. T move—

That the Bill be niw read a second
time,

uestion put and passed.
RBill read a second time.
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In Commitiee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adnpted.

Read a third time aud transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—LAND TAXN AND INCOME TAX
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from L1th December.

lon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL (Northam)
[9.20]: For the ntost part this Bill can be
dealt with in Committee, but I desire to
make one or iwo ohservations betere that
stage is reached, since T will not he allowed
to make them then. The only suggested in-
croase in the taxation is an inerease in land
tax. Artter all, the other day we passed a
Main Rouds Bill, nnder which we agreed to
provide eertain money.

Mr. Thomson: No, we did nnt, we were
defeated on it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELT.: But the
House agreed that the Premier and Treas-
urer should include in his taxation measures
gumething that would give the main roads a
hatf-penny in the pound on all lund values.
So the Premnier has inercased his land tax.

The Premier: 1 would rather net, but I
have been instructed by the House to find
the money.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
perty sitting with the Government bejieve
in land taxation. However, to obtain an
extra half-penny it has been necessary lo
double the tax, which will bring in consider-
ably more than was represented by the Min-
ister for Works when moving the second
reading of the Main Roads Bill. He said
he would require £60,000, and that it would
be obtained by the imposition of an extra
half-penny on the value of all lands, without
exemption. My friends opposite belisve i
taxing land without eXemption, although it
is o new principle in omr legislation. Still
the House has agreed to it. Probably wc

shall know all about it when landowners get

their notices to pay 2d. in the pound. 8till,
the Treasurer has done this to meet the
wishes of a majority of the House. He
said that if there be anything over after
providing him with the amount that is
riehtly his under the rate of one penny in
the pound, and after providing the Minister
for Works with the amount required for the
main roads, the difference will be used
for the reduvetion of railway freights, We
have for long discussed the proposition
to tax the land in order to permit of a reduec-
tion in railwayv freights. A committee ap-
pointed by the Primary Produwecers’ Asso-
ciation considered this question last year.
Their report appeared in the ‘‘West Aua-
tralian’’ of the 10th October. 1923. No
definite acreement was reached. Tt was
pointed out that if land conld he taxed up
to 4344.. railwav freights might he con-
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siderably roduced, I should think they
coulid be! 'The Commissioner of Taxation
has «aid that the value of the various lands
in the States is estimated at 40 million
pounds, being metropolitan lands 15 mil-
lons: agrieultural lands 19 millions; gold-
ficlds and country town lands two millioas;
Cruwn leaseholds £2,500,000. The commit-
tre said a revaluation of the lands could he
cowpleted in five years, The Comumigsioner
said it could he done in three years, which
I think wovuld he abont vcorrect. The Pre-
mier experts this year to tax on a value of
30 willions.  Tersonally, T think it will he
nearer 40 millions. T want to point out
what it means to the man on the tand. Tn
1923 T worked ont the position, and found
that tie farmers’ tmlk stuff, prodnce and
fertilisers and the like, totalled 50 per cent.
of the ton mileage hauled on the railways.
His tonnage charges were 34.80 per cent.,
and the earning charges, 36 per cent,, or
£637.000 of €1,768.000 paid in freights, Tt
was egtimated that the town lots represented
20 millions, ineluding all goldfields and
country touwns and the metropolitan area,
The total wvalue of the agrieultural and
pastoral lands was ahout 20 millions. It
wits suggested tirat a 41%d. tax would raise
¥iusun. o it is quite evident that £384,-
000 would eome from farmers and pastoral-
ists. It that £384,000 had been paid and
if railway freights had been reduced, re-
membering that the farmers' freights now
are fairly low on fertilisers and wheat, the
advantage to the farmer would have been very
mueh less than his eontributions, If he had
henefited by one-fourth of the £637,000, he
would have had returned to him by way of
reduced freights £159,000; and that would
have hteen a saving of freights to land-
holders, the men who paid £384,000.
8¢ we, as representatives of the farmers,
cannot accept the Treasurer’s offer to re-
turn this money in railway freights, There
is no certainty of n general reduction in
freights, and if there were & general redue-
tion it would be so infinitesimal as to be of
no value to anybody. The point is that the
land owner pays any tax anybody else pays,
and in addition pays land tax. Tt is always
said that land is every day improving in
value, and therefore the Government ghould
get some of the increased valne. Land pays
death duties; it i3 inelnded in a man’s
estate, and the Government take a percent-
age at his death. That i3 probahbly a fair
thing, but T do not know that it is a fair
thing to take death duties as against land
and to tax the land all the time as well.
Land is the farmer’s means of making
money hy which he pays taxation, and the
ineome on which he pays taxation, Then,
too, 1and does not alwavs increase in value.
We have on the stafnte hook a2 Inw emnower-
ing the Government to necept the surrender
of Tand, and 2 good Aeal of land is sar.
~erdored by owners in order that they may
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eseape taxation. The land is not worth the
taxation, not worth the road board rates,
not worth the town and municipal rates in
sone eases, and so it bas Leen returned to
the Government.

The Premier: In that ease it would not
pay tax,

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCIIELL: But the
man, in order to escape further taxation, is
surrendering land on whieh he has paid the
tovernment a good deal of taxation. He
practically says to the Government, *‘ Take
it back and let me off in respect of future
taxes.”” 1t is often wrongly eontended that
popalation gives all the added value to the
land. Nothing could he further from the
fact. In a covntry like FEngland, where
production is not sufficient to feed the peo-
ple, there is no land tax, The authorities
there realise that it wounld not he wise to
saddle the land with the additional burden
of a land tax. There, the population may
well be said to give added value to the land.
But in this State, where we shall this year
produce ten times as much wheat as we shall
requirec for our own people, obviously we
have to look overseas for a market for nine-
tenths of the wheat we produce. I do not
know just how the population of this country
can affect that wheat; it has no influence
over it at all. We put the wheat on the
ships at Fremantle and send it overseas,
and take what the world’s market will give
us for it. IF our population were sufficient
to consume the whole of the locally-grown
wheat, it would be quite a different matter.
Dealing with fruit and potatees, it is very
difficult to market them heeause of our
small population, and so to some extent this
year they will go to waste. Tt is wrong to
supposc that an exporting country depends
entirely vpon jts own people for the land’s
value, when the value is really given to the
land by reason of its productiveness. This
year wheat is 69. a bushel, and we have a
good erop. If we took the price of wheat
as a standard for fixing the value of the
land, we would get an enormous value.
Next year the price of wheat may be much
lower and the return not so good, and the
value of the land fixed on those figures
wowld be very different. It is the produe-
tiveness of land which gives land its value,
and in every other eountry that exports
most of its land products, that isso. I konow
that the Treasurer is obliged to fix the
land tax as he has done to meet the wishes
of members of this House in regard to the
Main Roads Bill. There is one thing we
must remember in dealing with this Bill—
that quite recently we amended the Land
and Tneome Tax Assessment Aect, wiping
out all exemptions. TUnti] we amended the
Act, everyone in a town or eity owning a
black worth up to £50, held it free of tax-
ation. Farmers who held land were exempt
up to £250 value of their land. All such
land is now to be taxed wunder the
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assessment Act, and that will bring in
a congiderable sum. The Premier, in his
Budget, =aid he expected to receive
£3.600 wore than he reveived last year,
but by oing away with the exemptions
and by the provision under which farmers
will pay both income tax and land tax,
he will roeeive a considernble sum  this
vear. I do not know just what it will be.
1f it can be caleulated, T think we should
have heen told, XNo doubt it could be eal-
cnlated by the Taxation Department.

The Premier: 1t would he wvory difficult
to caleulate if.

Hon, 8jr JAMES MITCHELL: Let us
assume that the Treagsurer will get another
£40,000 from these sources. He will get
quite that amd probably more. He has esti-
mated that he will receive only £4,000, so
he will he £36,000 hetter off. 1If we deduet
that from his estimated deficit, it will bring
the deficit down to £150,000 without taking
into aeconnt the additional taxation now
proposed. We are piling on taxation one
way and another when there is really little
justifieation for se deing. I do mot think
there iz any justification for it, The Pre-
mier budgeted for a deficit of £188,000. T
think the ledger must halance this vear.

The Premier: Oh, oh!

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: On sev-
eral occasions during the session I have
enfleavoured to prove to the Premier that
the ledger will balance this year.

The Premier: I am behind on the por-
tion of the year already expired.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No, you
are not.

The Premier: But I am, The next seven
months will need to be much better than
the seven corresponding months of last year
if I am to realise my estimate.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is
true that at this time last year the deficit
amounted to £559,000, and for the five
months of this year the defieit is £576,000,
but it is also true that there is additional
interest to be collected on money loaned to
individuals. The amount lent last year
that paid six months’ interest will this year
pay 12 months’ interest, and the loans made
thia year will pay six months’ interest, and
the amount will be £138,000 more than the
interest collected by the Treasurer last year.

The Premier: We have to pay more, too.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But the
Premier is paying it month by month. I
am obliged for that interjection. TUnder
cur system we debit up each month one-
twelfth of the year’s interest, bot we col-
Ieet from the people to whom we have lent
money—the Agricuitural Bank, the T.AB,
and the Workers’ Homes Board, to whom
some 12 million pounds has been lent-—only
reriodically. In theory we collect every six
months,

The Premier: But that was so last year.
T am comraring the five months of last
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year with the five months of this year, and
it is a fair comparison.

Hop. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: So am 1.
As we collect our interest at the end of the
six months period, it will be the end of
December and the end of June when the
Premier will get the additional imterest.

The Premier: That does not affect a com-
parison of the five months of the two years.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It does.

The Premier: Ch, no.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It does.
“There is £138,000 additional interest to be
eollected, if the Premier’s estimate this
year is correet, Presumably £69,000 of this
will he collected on the 31st December and
the sceond £69,000 on the 30th June, If
we take five months’ proportion of the
£i0,000, it totals about £57,500. If we
d «dnet that frowm the deficit on the 30th
November, we find the Premier is £40,000
better off than he was last ycar. The Pre-
micr cannot get away from those figures.

The Premier: I wish you were right.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I know
I am right. The figures are perfectly plain
for anyone to see. When we lend, as we
did last year, £2,300,000 spread over the
whole year, we can expeef to average six
months interest on the full amount, and
everyone knows that this year we shall col-
lect the interest for the full year on the
full amount, which must give us more than
was collected last year. Besides, the figures
for past years were worked in the samc
way, In my opinion the Premier is £40,000
better off now than was the case at this
time last year.

The Premier: I am £56,000 worse off
than last year. .

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Pre-
mier is £16,000 worse off than last year.
His deficit is £576,000 as against £559,000
last year, but he still has £57,000 to come;
go he is £40,000 better off.

The Premier: But I budgeted for £40,000
better than last year, and that £16,000
makes ng £56,000 worse off than last year.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I have
been at pzins to show that the Premier’s
land taxation proposals will give him at
least £40,000 ag against the £4000 he esti-
mated.

The Premier: Where do yon get the
£40,0009

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: You have
wiped ont all the exemptions.

The Premier: You have only guessed that
amount.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But the
Premier will not even guess it.

The Premier: I would guess a long way
below that.

Mr. BE. B, Johnston: Tt mieht be more.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T ean
work it out. Tf the Premier’s value of
£30,000,000 is correet, at & halfpenny in
the pound he would collect a very comsider-
able sum. At 24. in the round he will col-
lect £50.000. There will be no exemptions.
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I the exemptions represent £100,0t0, he
will get £150,000 at any rate. Those are
the figures the Premier himself gave. If
he takes the value as £40,000,000, as the
Commissioner of Taxation evidently will
do——

The Premier: No; Mr, Black emphatic-
ally says £30,000,000 is the outside figure
this year.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:: The Com-
nissioner estimated the value at £40,000,000,
but he said at the time it would not reach
that total this year.

The Premier: [ discussed that with him,

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Tt is
easy to see that the Premier will get
a great deal more money from the tax-
ation of land. AJl land will be taxed. The
exemptions enjoyed to-day will be wiped
out. In the cireumstances the amount ean-
not be less than £40,000, The trade ad-
vantage is much greater than the taxzation
advantage, and this year is going to be
the greatest year we have had for trade.

The Premier: I bave allowed a mazimum
for that in my Estimates.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
think so,

The Premier: T have budgeted for
£100,000 more from the railways, and they
are behind vet.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
due to the seasou being somewhat later by
reasen of the blockade at Fremantle, which
put the Premier out of his stride. The de-
ficit on the 30th June, 1922, was £730,000:
it was reduced to £405,000 on the 30th June,
1923; and

Mr. Hughes: But you took £100,000 from
the State Trading Concerns.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T took
nothing frem the State Trading Conecerns
beyond the legitimate profits,

Mr. Hughes: You made the losses up
from loan; yon must add that before yon
talk of reduced deficits.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: This
legal friend of mine should stick to law,
and become proficient in law, and then turn
to finance when he is a little older.

Mr. Hughes: Of course tkat has turned
the point, but it does not alter the faet
that you took that money from the State
Trading Concerns,

Mr. BPEAKER: Order!

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The hon.
member becomes ridiculous when he turns
to finance. If the State trading concerns
produce a profit this year, the Premier will
get it. God ¥mows he ocught not to pet it,
beganse he i3 responsible for the State
Trading Coneerns. On some State Trad-
ineg Concerns, however, there will be a loss.
On the Wyndham Meal Works we lose abont
£80,000 a vear, which is taken from revenva.

AMr, Hughes: From lean.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITOHFEIT.:
revenue,

From
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Mr. Hughes: From loan. What are you
talking about?

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Hon., Sir JAMES MITCHEIL:
taken from revenue.

Mr. Hughes: What are all those entries
in the loan aceounts, then?

Heon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I have
pointed out to the Premier that all the in-
terest from the Agrienltural Bank and
boards and so forth was not traneferred
when the deficit was reduced to £229,000.
Had those transfers of interest been made,
the deficit would have been down to £150,000
or £160,000. The reduction is due to trade
contributions to the Treasury, due to Detter
earnings by the publip utilities; and that
improvement is going on all the time. No
doubt there are some additiona) costs which
the Premier has to meet; hut as against
them he is going to take the sandalwood
revenue, and rightly, as T think. That will
came to a2 considerable sum,

The Premier: About £45,000; but that of
eourge iz only an increagse of £25,000. he-
eause I was getting £20,000 anyhow.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHEILL: Yes; the
benefit is £25,000. Then there will be in-
ercased taxation, due to the removal of the
exemptions, Coming down from a deficit
of £735,000 to one of £229,000 in two vears,
means an improvement of over half a mil-
lion. Surely we ean expeet to come down
a little further this year, and wipe ont the
deficit, with trade still increasing, and taxa-
tion improving too. The ratc of taxation
is one thing; the comtribution is another,
due to the incomes. There will he a hetter
return from increased incomes than probabiv
the Hounge anticipates. Tt is true that we
had a strogple to get our deficit within
anything like a reasonable amommt, hut we
did get it within a reasonable amount last
year, and we have got it within a reason-
able amount this year. It will he further
reduced, thanks to the work alreadv done
in the Btate. When dealing with this ques-
tion we ought to remember that whilst we
had a deficit of £229,000 last vear, we eon-
tributed £225,000 cash to our ginking fund,
Last vear ouvr sinking fund improvement
was £592,000. Whilst since 1911 we have
accumnlated a  Qeficit of £6,153,000 we
have also accumulated an inerease in our
sinking fond of £7,130.000. If the Pre-
mier has a deficit of £180,000 per year and
pavs £230.000 g year into the sinking fund,
us he expeets to do, thers will be no loss on
the annual trarsactions, but a gain—in fact,
a clear eain.

Mr. Hughes: Buf you have provided no
sinking fund for the monmeyr von borrowed
durine the last five years.

Hon. Sir JAMES MTTCHELL: ‘That
wiseaere againl  Of course we did not rro-
vide sinking fund, becanse the law is that
sinkine fund <hall not begin until four
vears after a loan has heen raised.

It is
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Mr. Hughes: Did you provide any sink-
ing fund for the money you horrowed dur-
ing the last five years? You were five vears
free from provision of sinking fund.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Neo. That
simply is not true.

My, Muphes: It is true.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Hughes: You are an expert, and that
is why we have such a big deficit.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We have
a big deficit because we had a Labour Gov-
ernment and because we had a war.

Mr. Hughes: No; becanse you are an ex-

ert.

" Hon, 8Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T do net
know why I should be subjected to this
running fire of interjections from the hon.
membetr.

Mr. SPEAEKER: Will the member for
East Perth eease his interjeetionst TFErvery
hon. member here is entitled to be heard,
while he ig in order, without interruplions.

Mr. Hughes: On a point of order

Mr. SPEAEER: There is no point of
order. The hon. member must resnme his
=pat.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: As a
matter of fact, we paid into the sinking fund
£389,000 in 1920, £342,000 in 1921, £321,000
in 1922, and £225.000 last year. The same.
roughly, will he paid into sinking fund this
vear.

Mr. Hughes: WNothwithstanding all yonr
inereased borrowings, vou didl not pay anv
sinking fund.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The hon.
member has helped to pass Loan Rills in
this House. snd shovld knew that sinkinz
fund starts foor vyears after the loan has
heen raised.

Mr. Hughes: Still, the faet remains
that:

Member Suspended.
Mr. SPEAKER: These interjections

must cease; otherwise, T warn the hon. mem-
her, T shall take other steps.

Mr. Hughes: T don’t care what steps
you take, T’m sick of it. :

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
apologise for his disrespect to the Chair, or
T shall snspend him for the remainder of
the sitting. T ask the hon. member to apolo-
gise for disrcspect to the Chair.

Mcembers.  Apologise!

Mr. Hughes: T would sconer be sus-
pended. He has consistently pulled me up.

Mr. SPEAEKER: T sugpend the hon, mem-
ber for the remainder of the sitting and
order him to leave the Chamber,

[Mr. Hughes left the Chamber.]

Debate Resumed.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I think
T have shown that the defieit, which has
been considerably reduced last year, must
he further redueed this year. T hope the
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Prentier realises that what I have said leads
up to the objection I ghall take to the con-
tinnation of the supertax. Last year we
discussed the matter at comsiderable length,
and then we had a deficit for the previons
12 months of £405,000. The position is
very different to-day. Then we contributed
not nearly £405,000 to the sinking fund, 1
think we ought to get much nearer squaring
the ledger. Last year 1 budgeted for a de-
ficit of £298,000. According to the pub-
lished figures, wo finished up with a deficit
of £229,000, just £180,000 better than the
previous financial year’s defieit, So the po-
sition has become entirely changed. We
are now contibuting more to the sinking
fund than the amount of our deficit. The
Premier knows that the second six months
of the year are always better than the flrst
six months.

The Premier: I can take the second
six months and eompare it with the second
six months of last year, and I say I am
£140,000 to the bad.

Hou. 8Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No. The
Premier's actugl figures show £16,000.

The Premier: I know.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Pre-
mier has stated that in the Press, the Press
is the only placc where I can get it.

The Premier: There are other figurea,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: At any
rate, the position is changed. The Premier
thought that T ought not to have the super-
tax when the deficit was £405,000.

The Premier: Last year?

Hon, 8ir TAMES MITCHELL: Yes,

The Premier: I did not move to strike
out the super tax. There was no division.
You got the super tax withont a divigion.

Hon. Bir TAMES MITCHELYL: The Pre-
mier hag a very short memory.

The Premier: I have not. Having just
looked the matter up, I find that T did not
divide the House. So you got your super
tax witout a division.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But an-
other place did not treat me quite so well,

The Premier: Surely you don’t hold me
responsible for thatt

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Mem-
bers of another place sent the super tax
back and told me they would not have any-
thing to do with it. Then we had a division
in this House, which meant tbat those who
favoured a super tax voted for me, while
those who opposed the super tax voted
apainst me. Strange to say, three of the
present Ministers voted against the smper-
tax when the deficit was £405,000, They
said to me, ‘¢ You don’t want the super tax;
you ean do without it; we are going to
help youn to do without it.’* The three hon.

gentlemen who voted to knock out the super ©

tax last year were the Premier, the Minister
for Works, and the Honorary Minister ad.
ministering the Heath Department. The
Minister for Railwavs and the Minister for
Lands voted to retain it. There wore 11
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votes for the striking out of the super tax
and eight of them came from members who
are uow sitting opposite. I do not know
why the Premier ineluded the super tax in
this year’s Bill; at any rate I intend to do
my hest to have it removed. I said last
year that if we ecould balance as I bad
hudgeted, I would remove the super tax.

The Premier: You were not so definite as
that.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I qdo
not know why the super tax need remain for
any further period. I have ghown the Pre-
mier how much more he will get from land
tax this year, and under his latest pro-
posal he will get something in addition. 1
do not know that he intends to reduee
freights this year, because half of the
year has already gone. The revenue, there-
fore, will not suffer from that source. Al-
together the Premier is on a good wicket
and can do without the super tax.

The Premier: When you take away the
super tax, I shall inerease railway freights.

Houn. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: The Pre-
wier would not do so even though he is
powerful, Would he inerease the freights
to Murchison, or to Bunbury Collie or Al-
bany? He would not dare.

Me. THOMBROXN (Katanning) [10.5): 1
recoynise it i4 reeeseary that we should pass
the Bill to impose a land tax and an income
tax. I regret, of course, that the Premier
has seen fit to inercase the land tax. I am
going to oppose that increase, becamse 1
do. not think it is desirable thnt taxation
should be increased at the present jnueture.
There are one ar two reasons why I am op-
rosed to the Government’s proposal. We
find that.land values are being increased
all round, They have heen angmented very
much in my distriet, and 21, in the pound
on the average values at Breomehill and
Katanning—inereased valnes put upon pro-
perties by the T.ands Department in those
iwo areas—will mean an additional £14,400.

The Minister for Railways: The Treas-
urer will not geot all that.

The Minister for Lands: Did vou say the
Lands Department have put up the values?

Mr. THOMBSON: The Taxatien Depart-
ment haa inereased the valuation of the
Jand. We find, according to the return faid
on the Tahle of the House, that the metro-
politan area acconnts for 15% millions of
the 40 millions in the State, so that am ap-
proximate total of 10 millions is accepted
for in the eountry distriets, and the addi-
tional tax will he paid on that. FEver sinee
T have been in this Honse we have been
faced with {incereased railway freights.
Every little measure that has heen hrought
in has meant increased taxation in this and
that direetion.

Mr. Marshall: You get out of the House
apd we will redvee the freights.

Mr. THOMSON: If the merr fact of my
retting out wonld mean a reduction of tax-
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ation, I should not hesitate to get out, and
by doing so I should be doing a service to
the State, and incidentally I should be reap-
ing the benefit myself, When the super
tax was first submitted, it was a war meas-
ure and was to be temporary. Last year 1
voted against it, and this year I shafl do
the same. <1 have read the Premier’s speech
carefully. He adduced no argument to con-
vince me that it is necessary we should in-
erease our land tax, except, of eourse, by
the half-peany in the poumd to be ear-
marked for main roads.

The Minister for Railways: And railways.

Mr. THOMSON: That is where the Min-
ister for Railways and I differ. I remem-
ber when Mr. Justice Burngide increased the
wages of the railway staff, the railway
freights were put up. I remember also that
I endeavoured to effect certain economies
and we were told by Ministers in charge of
departments that the departments bad been
cut to the very bone. Yet when the next
report of the Railway Commissioner came
before us he told us that, as the result of
the rerort of the Royal Commissioner, Mr.
Stead, considerable econmomies had been
effected. When the present Administration
assumed office they gave a section of the
community the 44-hours week. This meant
in¢reased cost., Then we find that in the
arrangement that has been made as the re-
sult of the Fremantle shipping trouble, that
44 hours has heen allotted there,

The Minister for Railways: Those items
come out of Ioan.

Mr. THOMSON: But they mean inereased
expenditure and increased taxation if the
ledger is to be balaneced. Wages, however,
are paid out of ordinary revenue, and the
taxes that are levied arc for the purpose
of government. 1 am prepared to admit
that the Premier was a little more moderate
than we anticipated. He has inereased the
tax by 100 per cent. .

The Premier: One hundred per cent. less
the 15 per cent. super tax.

Mr. THOMSON: You are putting the
super taX on the increased land tax.

The Premier: It is not on the land tax;
it is on the income .tax.

Mr. THOM3ON: The proviso in the As-
sesament Aect, permitting the landowner to
deduet the amounnt of his land {ax, has
Leen struck out. Tn a specch the Premier
made here he stated—

It would be 2 good thing for the people
of the conntry districts since they will be
more than compensated for any inereased
taxation that ther may have to pav under
this Bill, by a reduction in the chargzes
that are made upon the railways. T think
the farmers will get hack more than they
will be ¢alled upon to pay under this Bill.

T am not in favour of the method heing ad-
opted by the Federal Government towarde
the primary producer. 'The Federal Gov-
ermment impoge & high tariff and are placing
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i great Lurden upon those who are pro-
ducing the primary weaith of the State and
the Commonwealth. Speaking from memory,
95 per cent, of the wealth ereated and sent
oversens is made up of primary products.
Now what are the Commonwealth Govern-
ment doing? They are imposing a heavy
tariff through the medinm of the Customs,
anything up to 40 and 50 per cent. upon
machinery and tools of trade, and when we
find that the man who has produced the
commodity is up against it so far as get-
ting his perishable produects away, legis-
lation is brought in to take a pound out
of his pocket and 2s. 6d. is put back with
the cousoling remark, ‘' Be a good fellow,
and see what we are doing for you.'’
1 do not say that is the motive of the Pre-
mier, but it savours semewhat of saying
“We admit we are imposing fresh taxation
upon youn, but we are giving you something
back by way of reduced railway freights.'’
Will the impost that will be placed upon
my constituents be made up by any redue-
tion in railway freights? Most of the elee-
tors in my district are using their land te
its fullest extent.

The Minister for Railways: They will be
compengeated.

Mr. THOMSON: That is a bald siate-
ment, and cannot be supported by figures.
The Government will have great difficulty
in convineing many hon. members, and the
conmmunity, that people will be better off
than they are under present conditions, when
they pay for all services remdered. If a
farmer has a good crop or a pastoralist a
good wool elip, he ean afford to pay the
railway freights. If, however, he has a bad
geason and still has te pay this land tax,
he will have no money with which to do it.

The Minister 1or Railwnys: What about
the reduecd freights on stores, ete.

Mr. THOMRBON: A reduction of 5s. or
103, a ton on stores would not make much
difference to the average man in & year.
This land tax is not just or equitable when
placed npon those who derive their incomes
from the soil. T intend in Committee to
move an amendment to provide that wher-
ever any jorson is assessed for income tax
or profits derived directly from the culti-
vation of the land, sueh person shall be
liable for the payment of inecome tax oniy.

The Minister for Lands: That iz in the
Asgessment Act.

Mr. THOMSON: No, Tt is cut ont.

The Minister for Lands: You cannot put
it into another Bill

Mr. THOMSON: T think so. Tf a wman
puts a thonsond pounds inte an ordinary
business he is taxed only on the profits that
money nroduces, If he puts £1,000 into
Government seeurities at 6 per cent, he
can be taxed only on the £60 he derives
from the investment.

The Minister for T.ands: A man is taxed
for his rvesidence.

Mr. THOMEON: That will not be so
serions an item as a tax on a farm that
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on its unimproved value is estimated to
be worth £1,000. The farmer has to make
his living in confliet with the elements and
had seasons. He will be asked to pay
2,000 penee annwally om  his  thousand
Jound preperty plus a tax on his income.
He will thus be taxed both ways. The
Government propose to tax his eapital.

The Minister for Lands: His land.

Mr. THOMSON; Potato growers in the
South-West find it has not paid them to
dig the crop, They will have ne income
this year, and will still be asked to pay a
land tax. I hope the Premier will agree
to the amendment I propose to move in
Committee.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (William-Narro-
gin) [10.22]: Tbhe Government have re-
moved all the exemptions the farmers ea-
joved from time to time when the land tax
was first imposed. T refer particularly to

the striking out of the £250 exemp-
tion granted to aprienlturists The
measure now hefore ns  proposes to

double the land tax by increasing it from
14. to 24, in the pound. The Premier was
quite frank about his intentions. I recall
his policy speech at the Trades Hall, where
he announced that if returned to power he
would impose, a ‘‘good solid land tax.’’ 1
take L this is the first instalment of that
pre-election pledge. I would not have heen
surprised if the amount had been greater,
but would rTemind the Government of the
heavy land taxation already imposed by
local governing authorities. Most of the
road boards impose a tax on the unim-
proved value of land ranging between 2d.
and 2%d. in the pound.

The Minister for Railways:
low walues.

Mr, E. B. JTOHNSTON: If they impose
a tax of less than 24. the Public Works
Department  threaten to withdraw the
suhsidy. In most country towns a tax of
G6d. in the ponnd is imposed with the an-
proval of the Minister. Most of these taxes
are levied on the unimproved value basis.
We might well leave this sphere of taxation
to the local authorities, particularly when
we see how pgreatly the unimproved land
values have been inereased by the Taxation
Department.

The Minister for Lands: They have been
increased hy the private owners.

The Premier: This shows that in the
1ast vou have not been paying on proper
values.

\Mr. . B. JOHNSTON: The report of
the Taxation Department shows that nine
road hoard districts were revalued. The
old valuation for Bruce Rock was £279,000,
and this has been incrensed to £818,000.
The increase covering the nine road boards
has been from £1,856,000 to £3,313,811. The
taxation has been heavily increased in the
rurnl areas hy the constant raising of

On absurdly
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valuations. This increase in value is dus
to the hard work, energy and privations of
the settlers them:ejves. 1f the real unim-
proved valuation of the land were taken as
the basisof calculation T would not protest so
greatly, Twenty years ago a congiderable
proportion of the Great Southern distriet
was empty, We were calling for people to
take it up. Would-be srttlers were driven
out hy the Government conveyances and
urged to take up land, the unimproved
value of which ranged from 1s, te 10s, per
acre.

The Minister for Railways: Try to buy
it now without the value of the improve-
ments,

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Much of the land
was waterless and infested with poison. The
settlers, after spending years of their lives
upon it, have improved it out of all know-
ledge.

The Minister for Lands: A lot of land
in your district cost 1s, 6d. an acre.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTOXN : The settlers have
had to work exceedingly hard in order to
remove the poison, and by their efforts
have brought it into a state of high pro-
duetivity. If the land had been worth more
than it was originally sold at, the Minister
wonld bave asked more for if.

The Minister for Railways: I wish we
had 2,000,000 acres of it now.

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: The improved
values imposed by the Taxation Depart-
ment are not based on the unimproved
value of the land—in some of the districts
no new railways have been built—but on a
value that has been given to it by the work
of the settlers. Thre agriculturists are now
having good seasons and good prices are
being paid for their products, bot it is due
solely to the industry and energy of the
settlers that so great an improvement has
taken place.

The Minister for Railways: Subtract the
value of the improvements and try to buy
it now.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: That is the very
point upon which the taxation officials have
fallen in, If a property is worth £5 an
acre they estimate the -unimproved value at
£3 10s., because in the district it costs 30s.
an acre to clear, Tn addition to the initial
clearing, the settlers have had to do root
picking and stone picking, and.a tremendous
lot of other work in order bring their
properites up to their present state of effi-
ciency. This dees not justify the depart-
ment in practieally doubling the unimproved
value of nine road board districts I have
referred to, which iz really penalising im-
provement and industry.

The Minister for Lands: T am not deal-
ing with clcared land, but with land not
cleared.

Mr. E, B. JOOHNSTON: Tf the Minister
introduces a Bill that penalizes the owners
of unimproved land onl-, it will be different,
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but I will not support a measure increasing
taxation on all well-improved properties on
which the people are living,

The Minister for Railways: They are noi
penalised beeause owners of unimproved
land will not get any rebate on account of
railway f{reights.

Mr, E. B, JOHNSTON: I give the Gov-
ernment eredit for n desire to reduce railway
freights, bot T regret therc is nothing in
the Bill making il obligatory. While this
tax is to he imposed immediately on land
held to the 30th June last—the Commis-
sioner of Taxation is- only waiting for the
passage of the Bill—no rebate for rail-
way freights will be granted in the cir-
cumstances for 12 months or at any
rate six months, if, indeed, at all
Then we are told that the new land
tax of a halfpenny in the pound is
to be devoted to main road purposes. I
am assured by a member of the Upper
Housge that this evening the Colonial Secre-
tary announced that the Government in-
tended to drop the Main Roads Bill. Tf
that be so, the necessity for the tax of a
halfpenny in the pound for main road pur-
poses has disappeared. 1 am pleased that
the Government have decided to drop that
Rill, particularly in respect of the extra tax
of a halfpenny in the pound that land own-
ers would have to pay. T agree that the
man on the land wil do more with the
money to improve the position of the State
than the Government would aecomplish un-
der their proposal. I hope members wiil
agree with the amendment to be proposed
by the Leader of the Comntry Party tg
restore the position of the land owmers to
that in which they were situated under
enrlier legislation when they had to pay
the land tax or the income tax, whichever
was the greater, but to be relieved of
one tax. The Federal and State Govern-
ments are inconsistent in that they make
it their slogan to secure land development
and immigration. When the settler arrives,
the Federal Government impose a heavy
tariff on cvervthing that the prodncer has
to nse to gain his living. Then the Stiate
Government propose to remove the exist-
Ing exemption from cottages and farms
and to impose double land taxation. That
poliey is in direct opposition to the national
desire for an active pelicy of lsnd settle-
ment and immigration. T congratulate the
Leader of the Opposition on his desire to
remove this year the imposition of the
suner tax. Tt seems somewhat like ¢ Alice
in Wonderland'’ for all things are turned
arornd. This time last vear the member
for Northam, as Premier, was maintaining
that the super tax was neeessarv. whereas
the then Leader of the Oprosition. the
present Premier, was stressing the enntrarv.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: You know our
deficit was £405,000, -
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Mr, E, B, JOHNSTON: Yes, and we
tried to get rid of it. I do not know what
is wrong with the chairs in which those
hon. members sit, or whether it he the en-
vironment, but the faet remains that they
have adopted the reverse attitude this year.
We are disappointed to find the Premier
maintaining that the super tax is necessary
for mueh the same reasons as these advanced
by the present Leader of the Opposition
when he was Premier last year.

The Premier: I shall be tempted to remind
you that you gave valued assistance on
former occasiona.

Mr., E. B, JOHNSTON: The ecircum-
gtances then were wholly Qifferent. Let us
confine our attentien to the Iast twelve
months, T have always opposed the super

taxes.
The Premier: We had vour agsistance

. for an even heavier land tax.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: No, that is not
10.
The Premier: Yes, without exemptions.
You made eloquent speeches in favour of

it.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: If that is so,
it shows how mnch I was under your in-
fluenee,

The Premier: You remember that we won
advoeating a higher tax and cutting ount all
exemptions and we won a seat in a farming
constitneney.

Mr. E. B, JOANSTON: War conditions
and the Premier’s eloquence secured that
result. To-day the Premier is vsing the
anme argoments as those vsed by Sir” Fames
Mitehell 12 months ago, which he then op-
nosed.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You know the
position is totally Aifferent now.

The Premicr: It always is.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: The deficit is
down mnow. Cannot the memher for Wil
linms-Narrogin be fair? He knows the
position is different.

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON: T trust the Pre-
mier will agree to abolish the super tax and
thos bring taxation down to the point where
it will be only slightly heavier than in
Queensland. That would be something to
go on with,

AMr, C. P. WANSEROUGH (Beverley)
{10.377: The incidence of the tavation is
not equit ble, Quite a number of the agri-
cultnral Aistriets have hecn revalued re-
eently anrd some of the valuations have been
inereased hv 50 per cent. In mv opinion
the valuations are not satisfactory. and
vntil the whole State has been revalued, the
incidence of tavation must be unfair in its
appliestior.  Any increased rate will im-
nose » heavv burden on the cost of indns.

trv. VWemhers have had promices that citv
and town valuatiens gencrally will be
heaviar. T hope that in Lhis instance eity

volues will he taken jntn consideration at
the samp time 23 country values. A rro-
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mise has also been held out that we shall
have decreased railway freights. TUntil I
have been shown what those reductions in
freight will be, I shall not support any pro-
posal for an unimproved lond values tax.
In a young State like ours, where every
effort ia being made {o settie people on the
land, the application of this tax is not
warranted.  Land is the eapital of the
farmer, more particularly in his pioneering
stages. While there are many wealthy
land-owners in the State, yet under an
equitable form of income taxation they are
contributing their fTair share towards the
taxation of the State. [ am opposed to
land taxation in any form, because T be-
lieve the income tax, if properly applied,
should he sufficient for all purposes. These
vaguce promises held out to us do not im-
prove the position.

The Premier: What arc the vague pro-

mises?

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH:
freights reduetion for ome.

The TPremier: There is nothing vague
about it. Tt is definite and emphatic.

Mr. C. . WANSBRROUGH: T still zay it
is vague, because we are given no idea as
te when it is to be brought in.

The Premier: Tt is not possible to put
it in the Bill

Mr. C.P. WANSBROUGH: Tt is a doubt-
ful move on the part of the Government
at this stage, because nothing else will do
more to awaken the country to the neces-
gity for maintajning a good econutry asso.
ciation, sueh 28 the one to whieh T belong.
I belicve the chief advacates of this meas-
ure come {rom the vanks of the primary
producers.

The Premier: Yes, you are out of step
with most of them on this matter.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROVIGH: But it was
ngot an unanimous vote, and the recommen-
dation of the committee was put up by a
very small seetion.  However, this will
awaken the men on the land to the fact
that they need a good stromg association of
their own, backed up hy good representa-
tion in this House. I do not think any-
thing will go further towards ghifting the
present Government at the next eleetion
than will this increased taxation,

The Minister for Railways: Then you
ou~ht to weleome it.

M. O P, WANSBROUGH: Of conrse
any opposifion T ecan voice will be
ugeless, for the numbers are against us;
but I do hepe the Premier will be fair in
respect of these exemptions and fxtend to
those who prodnee income from the lIand the
concessions to which they are entitled.  Al-
ternatively T hope he will agree to the pro-
posal of the member for Katanning (Mr.
Thomson) and abolish the super tax. Al
most cvery measure introdueed this session
has had in it the germ of inereased taxa-
tion.

The Premier:

Railway

Name some of them,
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Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: The Main
Roads Bill.

The Minister for Lands: You eannot buill
roads withont money.

Mr, C. P, WANSBROUGH : Under that
Bill £78,000 is to be taken from one section
of the community, The Government have
heen explaining that one-half of the amount
colleeted would be applied to main roads,
hut sinece the Main Roads Bill has been
dropped they have lost that argument. T
will not support inereased taxation unfil the:
thing is put on a fair basis, During this
session we have had quite a lot of unkind
references to the man on the land. Without
the man on the land a lot of us would he-
looking for jobs.

My, Marshall: That applies ail round.

My, C. P. WANSBROUGH: The sooner
those on the Government side realise that,
the better shall T be pleased. Without the
man on the land where would Western Ans:
tralin be?

Mr, Marshall: Ard where would she be-
without the railway men and all the other
workers?

My, C. P. WANSBROUGH: Those unkind:
references are galling to those who are try-
ing to represent the farmers.

Hon. 8. W. Munsgie: You should tell us
where these unkind refercnees come from..
[ have not heard them.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: 1 have not
heard many from the hom. member.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: You have heard noue..

My, . P. WANSBROUGH: T do not
think it fair that we should be faced witle
this land values taxation. It has proved a
rank failure wherever tried.

The Premier: What nonsense!

Mr, C. P. WANSBROVIGH : There is only
one authority for land walues taxation, and
that is Henry George.

The Premier: He has many followers.

My, (", P, WANSBROUGH: All the peo-
ple on the land will he sufferers if it be
brooght into effeet. I will strongly op-
pose the passage of the Rill

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. W,
C. Angwin — North-East Fremantle)
[10.47]: The one erv to-night is that land
valves have been increased by the Taxation
Pepartnent. That is not so. The valucs
have heen inereased hy the nrivate owners
of the land. T have had submitted to me
land that has nol yet Leen cleared. A year
or two ago we could have pot it for 30s. an
acre, but to-day the owners are asking £6
10s. for it. What is the,vse of trying to
imbue members with the belief that the
Taxation Department ix raising these values?

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: No one has said
that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, it
has been said to-night caveral times. Tt is



the owners who have inereased the value of
their land.

Mr, Sampson: But the department has
recently inereased their assessments.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Is it not
reasonabled If I had a piece of land worth
£3,000, and raised its value to £7,000, is
it not reasonable that the Taxation Depart-
ment should aceept my own valiation of
the land? This is unimproved land I am
dealing with.

Ar. C. P. Wansbrough: The operations of
the Bill are not to be restricted to unim-
proved land.

Mr. Thomson: The Taxation Department
has increaved the values.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Only
following the values put upon the land
by the owners. Anvone who knows any-
thing abont local Gevernment, partieularly
in the country districts, is aware that the
land has never been valued by the loeal
boards fo its full value, because the local
bonrds themselves have vatued their own
land. :

Mr. . . Wansbrough :
sufficient for the pnrpose.

The MINTSTER FOR LAXNDS: No, it
has not. The reason they have uwol put an
adequate value on the land is that theyv
have been milking the State cow. Let us
be honest about it. No one knows better
than does the member for Beverley that
that is so.

Mr. ¢, P, Wanslnwough: T krew my dis-
trict has constrocted roads as gond as
those of anv other distriet.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The road
board members have been making their
own valuations, and have adopted a poliey
of keeping the values down and putting
the rate up, in order to get additional
revenue from the Government by way of
suhsidy, [t is a faet that eannot be
denied.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell:
the muniecipalities?

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS : They
have not been receiving subsidies, and
therefore have not had occasion to do it,
but it has bren done by road boards with
the object of bleeding the State. What is
the position to-day? The Premier has
said, ‘T do not want any extra tevenue
from this land tax. T agree to the pro-
position placed hefore me by the farmers)’

Mr. Thomson: Not all of them,

The MINTISTER FOR LANDS: By a
verv large majority of them.

Hon. Sir James Mitcheli: No.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: And the
Premier gees on to saxr, ‘‘Any inerease in
revenue I get from land tax will he ap-
plied to reduce railwav rates aceordingly.’’

Hon, Sir James Mitehell: Whose railwar
rates?

The MINISTER FPOR LAXDS: That
is the promisze given by the Premier, and
the memher for Beverlev doubts if. The

It has heen
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hon. tmember was honest tn the inst few
words he uttered when he said, **1 am
againgt any land tax at all.”’

Mr, C. P. Wantbrough: =u 1 am.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: And hLe
inferred that other members, and partico-
larly the Premier, were dishunest, that is,
until he ottered his last few words, He
might as well have sail, ‘* What depend-
ence can we put upon the FPremier's
words?’’

Mr. Sampson: Not at all.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
increased values of land have been brought
about entirely by owners increasing their
own values, and the Taxation Department,
knowing of this, have increased the values
for taxation purposes accordingly.

Hou. Sir James Mitchell :  Of course.
Land is more valuable, too,

Hon. 8. Mugsie: As a matter of fact
the land in Western Australia has been
valued too low for years, The State is
better than yon say it is.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If the
land is more veluable, is it not fair and
just that the Taxation Department should
increase the values?

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: They do, too.
[ have not said anything against that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But
members on the cross benches have, and
not only to-night but at nther times during
the session. On various oeccasions they
have said that taxation officials have been
around increasing the value of land.

Mr. Thomsen: That is quite ecorrect.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: As if
they were doing it for the pnrpose of
increasing the taxation that has te be
paid !

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
ouly reason.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, it is
not; it iz done to secure equitable taxa-
tion, which is the just due of the State
and of the road boards, Tn the past land
nwrers have not been paying the taxation
they should have paid according to the
value of the land.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell :
war they paid more.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
shonld recognise the position. T object to
the statement that insinuntions have heen
made against the men on the land. The
man who claims to be a representative of the
farmers and who makes such a hase state-
ment is not worthy to represent the farmers,
Farmers themselves would not say that. The
farming community is one of which the State
is proud. The farmers give the Government
eredit for what they have done in the diree-
tion of land settlement, but thoze whe claim
to he representatives of the farmers do not
give the Government that eredit.

Mr. Samoson interjected.

The MINISTER FOR LLANDS: The mem-
ber for Swan bad beiter shut up; he does

That i5-the

During the
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not represent a farming community. He re-
presents a suburb of Perth, just as I do. The
only difference is that he goes up to Kala-
munda and I go up the Canning River, It
is as well for us to be straight about this
question. The values placed on the land
have been placed by land owners themselves
and the officals are taking a line of action
to seeure for the State its just dues.

Mr. BROWN (Pingelly) [10.55]: 1
realise that the Government, in imposing a
land tax, are up against it for mouney. They
have to raise momey, and probably they
find they have to fall hack on the mgn on
the land. This has been my argument sll
along—the man on the land is absolutely
the backbone of the country, and the Gov-
ernment evidently realise that the only man
they can fall back uwpon is the man who
owne land.

The Premier: There is eity land, too.

Mr. BROWN: Comparatively speaking,
Western Australia is a young country, We
have millions of acres of land that counld
be seleeted. We have hundreds of farmers
who are just making a start. Is it advisable
to impose a heavy land tax for a start? We
have the local Government tax of 2d4. in the
pound, and the Government are going to
impose 3%4d. in the pound under the Main
Boads Bill. Now we are to have another 2d.
in the pound imposed apon us.

The Premier: No; you must not multi-
ply it in that way.

Mr. BREOWN: Then where does the 14d.
drop out? The fact remains that the Gov-
ernment intend to impose a fairly heavy
tax on the man on the land. Revenue has to
be produced, and something must be taxed
to produce it. We have a defieit every year,
and no one would be more pleased than 1
wonid be to see the ledger sguared. We
want a great deal more population in this
State, but is it advisable to impose a heavy
land tax oh the strupgling settlers in the
initial stages of making a living? The
Minister for Lands has said that many ot
our blocks of land arc worth £6 10s, per
acre. It ia quite possible that in old settled
districts we have land worth £6 fo £8 an
acre, but we have thovsands of acres where
the settlers are still struggling and are de-
pending upon the Industries Assistance
Board for sustenance. Ts it advisable to im-
pose a land tax on that man who only re-
cently has selected land? T maintain it is
wrong. ‘The Minister also mentioned that
many road boards had no other idea than
to keep down the value of their land as low
as possible. Many road boards have adopted
the system of employing a qualified valuer to
give a true valuation of their 1and. For one
board T wvalued every hloek, and T found
that the Government valuvatione were nl-n-
lutely wrong. I found tha* a block, the un-
improved value of which the Governmen* set
down at 10s., was not worth 3=, and very
often T fonnd valued as second-class land
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what was really first-class land. But afi-r
a practical man had gone over the blocks an
appraised them, their commereial value was.
arrived at. A striking feature of the Bill is
that the Government intepd to pay only a
half-penny of the tax into Consolidated Re-
venue, the rest being intended for refund,.
possiby to the various road bhoards,

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: It will go in re-
duction of railway rates.

Mr. BROWN; The next thing we ara told
is that to compensate for what the farmers.
will have to pay under this Bill, railway
freights will be decreased. I confess I am
very dubious as to that. My personal view
is that the tax will go on to the land, and
that the farmers will not see much in the
shape of reduction of railway charges, I a
not see how. the thing is going to work. The
Government can hardly reduee fares in the
country districtsa. I like 1o be reasonable,
and, therefore, I will not say that I oppose
the Bill. T had not the pleasure of listening
to the specch of the Leader of the Country
Party, but T am teld that he recommended
a reduction of the tax. Tf the Govern-
ment can see their way to reduce it, I hon-
estly believe that this taxation will meet
with the approval of mest people, there be
ing no alternative. At the same time 1
must warn the Government that in a young
country like this, where we have fo offer in-
ducements to people to settle on the land,
it is not advisable that intending settlers
should be faced with the knowledge that
immediately they take up land a heavy land
tax will be imposed on them. I am given to
understand that onder this Bill there will
he no exemptions whatever, It has been the
law that if a man took up a piece of ground
in Western Australia, he waa exempted from
taxation on it for a fixed term, The ma-
jority of those who go into the back areas
of Western Australia have to apply to the
Tndustries Assistance Board for help. With
an immediate imnosition of the land tax.
such settlers would have to depemd on the
T.APB, to pay that tax. Sueh a position is
unjuat and highly undesirable. T appeal to-
the Government to proceed cautiously, and
to refrain from imposing a very heavy land
tax.

Mr. SAMPSOXN (Swam) [11.3]: I realise,
of course, that it is a principle of govern.
ment that all Jand must be taxed. Addi-
tional land taxation has heer antieipated this
session. Nevertheless, it was hoped that the
tax would not be doubled on the first acca-
sion. That, really, is what this Bill amounts
to. Previous speakers have stnted that the
inerease is, in effect, more than double,
heranse the Taxation Department have re-
centlv sent inspectors thromeh the varions
districts, and revaluations have heen the
order of the dnv,

Hon. 8 W. Munsie: The Taxation Tr-
partinent have done nothing of the kind.
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Mr, SAMPSON: I am sorry the Honor-
ary Minister does not know what he is talk-
ing about.

Hon. 8, W. Munsie: I know more about
it than you do, and I say they have not.

Mr. SAMPSON: If you say they have
oot, you are not saying the truth,

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: I ask for a with-
drawal of the remark. The hon. member
says 1 am not telling the truth. I say I
/m.

Mr. SAMPSON: I withdraw the remark,
Mr, Speaker. I would be sorry to reflect on
the Honorary Minister's integrity, but he
must rot make statements that are not borue
out by facts. [ know that the inspectors
have been through the districts, and that re-
valuations have been made.

Hop. 8. W. Munsie: S0 do I know that,
but it was not- done by the Commissioner of
Taxation,

Mr. SBAMPSON: I have always supported
the imposition of taxation on land which is
upimproved and unutiliged. I realise that
congideration is still to be given to land
which is improved. The provision to that
effect in the Land and Income Tax Assess-
ment Aet Amendment Bill will still
apply, and thus there will be a re-
dunction of 50 per cent. in taxation on land
which is worked. Tt is gratifring te know
that consideration i3 to be given to the
question of reducing railway freights and
fares. Everyone will weleome such redue-
tions because they will have the effect of
bringing the country districts in closer toueh
with the main centres, and that will be help-
ful to all concerned. I understand that this
tax will be imposed in the cities. Tt should
be imposed there, becauwsc if any part of
the State can afford to pay, it is the citie=.
The cities are in & unique position in that
they are able to pass on the tax. Tt is
not so with those who are engaged in pro-
duetion frem the land. They are faced with
a very different problem, inasmueh as their
returns must, in the long run, come from
overgeas. The measure of welcome which hasg
been aceorded to this Bill may be gauged
from the fact that the exemptions hitherto
allowed are now eliminated. The holder of
a small block of land on which his home is
built will no longer be exempt. T regret,
too, that the small exemption for the prim-
ary producer disappears. The deficit should
be reduced, hecause of this new tax, Al
though the vield from it will not aetunallv
go into Consolidated Revenue, it certainly
must have a heneficial effect on the finances.

The Premirr: Howt

Mr. SAMPSON: There is the tax of 4d.
in the £ for the main roads fund and if we
improve our roads, we must reduce our cost
of produetion. That is one way im which
there will be an improvement in the position.

. The faet that railway freights are to be re-
duced must alsn affect the cost of produe-
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tion and of living, There will be an advant-
age gained there as well,

The Premier: According to your argu-
ments, you must support my proposal. It
will mean benefiting the revenue and de-
creasing the cost of production.

Mr. SAMPBON: Ezxpenditure of money
will benefit the roads and I voted for using
the tax of 1%4d. in the £ in that direction.

The Premier: And this tax will increase
the revenue, provide better roads, increase
preduction and do everything desirable!

Mr, SAMPSON: It muet affect the re-
venue, beeause it will mean reducing the cost
of production.

The Premier:
vote for the Bill.

Mr, SAMPSON: It has that advantage
at any rate. The trouble is, however, that it
will mean that those who are least able to
hear the burden will have to sheulder it, 1
am afraid, however, taking all the circum-
stances into econsideration, the Premier’s pro-
posal merely widens the vicious ecircle and
T do not sgree that increaging taxation in
a State that depends upon primary produe-
tion is justified.

Then it is certain yon must

Mr. GRIFFITHS (Avon) ([1112]: A
member of the Ministry in speaking just
now made a rather remarkable statement.
He is always very pesitive, In his custom-
ary manner he said that the land was not be-
ing re-valued,

*The Minister for Lands:
anything of the kind!

Mr. GRTFFITHS: I was not referring to
the Minister for Lands. JTf hon. members
turn to the report of the Commissioner of
Taxation they will find on page ¢4 the follow-
ing references to valuations: —

The area for which classifieations have
been obtained during the year under re-
view, other than by inspections by depart-
mental valuers, has been 4,560,000 acres.
These -classifications were obtained by
gearch from the Agricultural Bank and
the Lands Department, The departmental
valuers inspected 191,139 acres contained
in sold properties and, in addition, classi-
fied 782,488 acres for which no elassifica-
tion was available in this office. Special
valuations outside the revalued areas ac-
counted for 24,726 acres, making a total
area of 998353 acres actually inspected.

[ quote that extract to show that gome hon.
members who can be so very dogmatie should
realize that sometimes their remarks fall flat.
S0 far as land taxation is concerned, if it
will mean, as the Premier has stated, a re-
dvetion in railway freights, it will be all
very well, hut it alsc means that the tax will
hit the struggling man pretty bard. I ae-
cept the Premier’s assurance that railway
freights will be reduced, for I have no rea-
son to doubt his words. I have had letters
from people in the Yorkrakine distriet in
which they complain about the difficulty they
have in shouldering the burdens imposed up-

I did not say
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on them. A railway was promised to the
people in that district years ago and they
consider that the Government should not im-
pose taxgtion on them, reduce it, or limit
its operations. The same position arises
in the XNewdegatc area where people
have had to strugrle against adverse
eonditions for years. There iy something in
the contention of those people. I am not
concerned about the men who are well es-
tablished because they can look after them-
selves, T am sorry that the member for Tood-
yay {Mr. Lindsay) is not present. He has
kad to leave the House owing to ill health.

The Premier: But he supported a land
values tax.

Mr. GRIPFITHS: T am aware of that,
but he maintained that we ahould make the
tax fair and equitable. We know that lan
has gone up in value of late. For instance,
the value of land at Bruce Rock was esti-
mated at £279,020, but under the new method
of nascertaining the valuation it has gome up
to £318,433, Many of the other districta do
not show so much difference. The member
for Toodyay was prepared to give figues re-
lating to his own district to show that the
method of valuing was not on a secientifie
basis. Tt is in that directon that he would
have raised his voice against the proposal
had he been present this evening.

The PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—Boul-
der—in reply) [11.16]: Many of the ar-
guments advanced in opposition to the Bill
I can hest deal with in Committes. There
arc some aspects of the discussion, how-
ever, to which T desire to refer., There
has never been a taxation Bill introduced
in this Chamber that has ever had behind
it so muerh weight of public opinion as
this one., That opinion is in favour of
an increase in land taxation. As a
matter of faet, more than half the mem-
bers compriging ihe Opposition and of
the candidates who submitted themselves
to the electors at the lart elections,
pledged themselves to support some effective
land taxation.

Mr, Thomson: Not our party.

The PREMIER: I am speaking of the
Opposition side of the House generally.

Mr. Thomson: I opposed it.

The PREMTER: The member for Tood-
voy supported it. He supported the pro-
posal which T outlined of ircreasing land
taxation, while reducing railway eharges.

Mr. Griffiths: He will support it on a
proper hasis of valuation,

The PREMTER: Every section of the
community has favoured increased land
taxation and even the ‘‘West Australian'’
has heen for many years past advocating
gome more cffeetive form of land taxation.
The association of which the member for
Katanning (Mr. Thomson) is 2 member, pro-
nounced for one vear at any rate in favour
of a policy of land values taxation.
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Mr., Thomson: But the association knocked
it out next year, )

The PREMIER: It serves to show that
the question has been a live one even in the
ranks of agriculturists who are supposed to
be the stronpest opponents of this Bill. And
for one brief year members of that asso-
ciation saw the light.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: It was a resolution,

The PREMIER: And it expressed the
opinion of a majority of those in confer-
ence. So | say again that [ am amazed
at my own moderation as expressed in the
Bill. The member for Beverley (Mr. C. P,
Wansbrough)} says that in all the world only
onr person, namely, Henry George, has ad-
vocated this form of taxation; and the hon.
member gaid it had been a rank failure
wherever tried. So far from its having been
a rank failure, it bas been adopted by prae-
tically every country in the world, certainly
by all the other Australian States, and with
a tax much heavier than I am asking the
House to agree to. In New Zealand they
have a rate of nearly 8d. in the pound, and
in Queensland the rate is actnally up to
8d8. FEven in conservative little Tasmania
there is a rate of 2%4d. Apd while it is only
one half-penny in Vietoria, the valnations
there are very wmneh higher than they are
here. Members have eomplained that our
valiitions have been inereased in recent
years. Tf T were to deal fairly with the
pogition, [ should make the tax retro-
spective for at least three years. That
the unimproved values have heen in-
ereased by the department only serves te
indicate that in many cases the owners
have been paving on values only 23
per cent, of the real values. Earlier
this session the member for Toodyay (Mr.
Lindsay) intimated that the value placed on
his own land, something like 7s. per aere,
was altogether too low. The fact is that
the re-valuation now going on is so much
belated that the land owners have hecn
enjoying the benefits of low taxation
becanse of low valuation for many vears
past.

Mr. Thomson: You are getting increased
revenue by virtne of the values having been
increased. .

The PREMIER: But that was included
in the 30 millions. While in South Austra-
lia and Vietoria the taxing rate is low, the
valuation of wheat lands in South Austra-
lia goes up to £10 per acre. So, too, in Vie-
toria, whereas the average value of wheat
lands in this State, even on the increased
valuations. ranges from £1 te 285s. per acre,
T have that from the Commissioner. So it
will be seen that our wheat growers enjoy
a very great advantage over those in South
Australia. The price of wheat ia 2 world’s
price, and the grower in Western Australia,
on land with an onimproved valuation of
ahout £1 per acre, obtains the same price for
his wheat as does the Sonth Australian
grower who pays £10 per aere for his land.
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The wheat lands of Sonth Australia and Vie-
toria are carrying valuations six, seven and
eight times greater than those of the wheat
lands of Western Australia. So even if in
South Australia the tax be only onme half-
penny yet, making allowanee for the higher
valuations, the growers there are paying
44. or 54. in the pound as against our 24.
Wheat lands in the mallee districts of Vie-
toria, are worth from £14 to £15 per acre
improved valuations, and from £6 to £8
per acre urimproved valuations, So, all
things considered, the farmers in Western
Australia, even if the tax of 24. in the £ be
impoaed, will still be enjoying the lightest
land tax in the Commoniealth.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : Of course you
cannot get sale values for taxation.

The PREMIER: Improved wheat farmes
in the Easgtern States, that will not produce
any more than farms here, are bringing £14
and £15 per acre; and the unimproved
values are correspondingly high, and
tax ie paid on that basis. Remember-
ing that they uare paying 7d. and 8d.
in the pound in some of the Eastern
States, it is seen that the proposed
tax herg is very light indeed. I would re-
mind members that the present tax is 14.
plus 15 per cent. super tax. The proposed
tax is 2d. without any super tax, So, the
taxation has not been doubled ag has heen
suggested; it ia 13 per cent. below
douhle. The rate is 2d., but there will
be no 15 per cent. super tax to be added.
S0 it will be seen that the increase is
gearcelv worth speaking about,

Mr. ®amnson: It has been snggested that
the Main Roads Bill i3 to be dropped.

The PREMTER: Apart from what may
happen to that Bill, T reneat that T do not
desire to take into Consolidated Revenue any
additional amount that will be received
as the result of this inereased taxation.
There is infinite scope for a reduwection im
railway freights, Three or four years ago
the rates were inereased to bring in an ad-
ditional revenue of £250,000. T should like
to be in a position to remit charges on rail-
way fares and freights to the extent of a
quarter of a million. They have been in-
ereased more than that during the past
four or five years, notwithstanding that they
were rezarded ng sufficiently high before
any inerease was made.

Hon, Sir Tamcs Mitehell: Railway wages
and the railway coal bill were increased at
the same time,

The PREMTER: But the ratcs went up.
Poseiblv nothing else could have been done
at the time, but it is bad for the State to
have railway charges s0 high. When in
Committee we come to deal with the matter
rais~d bv the Lead:r of the Opposition, 1
ghall be nble to show he is altogether astray
in his estimate. In reply fo the members for
Pingellv and Avon, who were concerned
ahont the poor struggling man, I point out
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that the exemption for the first five years
after taking up conditional purchase land
was not interfered with in our assessment
Bill. That still obtains and has not been
wiped out. That will meet the case of the
struggling man in the initial years of his
work on the land,
Question put and passed.

Bill read a seeond time,

In Commitiee,

Mr. Panton in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the BIill

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clavse 2—Grant of land tax and income
tax for year ending 30th .lune, 1925;

Mr. E, B, JOHNSTON
amendment—

That in line 1 of Subclause 1 the words
““twe pence’’ be struck ouwl and ‘‘one
peany'’ inserted in leu.

That would leave the tax exactly as it has
been in the past, with this difference that
the exemptions would be eliminated, sao thau
the Government would collect considerably
more revenue than previously.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Is it a
fact that the Government do not propose to
deal with the Main Roads Bill in another
place this session? It has been said that the
Minister announced he was not going on with
it. The Premier is increasing the land tax
to provide money for main roads. At pre-
sent the vate of one penny is reduced to one-
half penny on all improved land. If the
main roads tax is to be ome half-penny on
all land, the Premier will be getting it and
a little more by reason of making the old
tax 2d. under this Bill, Tf the Premier is
not going on with the Main Roads Bill, we
ought not to agree to incressed taxation.

The PREMIER: Apart altogether from
the Main Roads Bill, the money that will be
obtained from this tax is required for the
reduction of railway freights and chargea.
If T should have to devote onc half-penny
in the pound to main road purposes, the
amount available for the remission of
charges on the railwnys would not be very
large, hut ¢ven with the whole of the tax de-
voted to that purpose, I shall not be able to
reduce the railway charges as much as 1
should like to.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I should like
you to reduce them by 50 per cent., but of
course you cannot do it.

The PREMIER: To make a reduation
tiat will be in any way effective or of bene-
fit to those who use the railways, we should
be in a position to remit well over £100,000.

Hon. Sir JTames Mitehell: What are you
going to get from thiy tax ?

The PREMIER: I suppose the hon. mem-
her will make half a million of it.

I move an
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Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Pretty well, 1t
is only the residue that you will give to rail-
way freights,

The PREMIER: If the half-penny went
to main roads the reductions in railway
freights would not be very much, certainly
not g0 much as I shounld like them to be.
Apart from what may bappen to the Main
Roads Bill, this amount is required if we are
to make any substantial reductions in rail-
way charges.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The ques-
tion of taxation as against railway freights
has been investigated, and clearly shows that
while the farmers will pay one-half of the
tax, their reductions will be about one-
quarter of the amount of freight they pay
to-day.

The
figures!

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They are
ahsolutely accurate.

The Premier: T ghould like te have them
andited.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
Premier will agree to adjourn the diseussion,
I am willing. It is of no use telling the far-
mers that if they pay land tax, they will
have it remitted in the form of reduced
froights. The farmers will pay one-half the
tax while their freights represent £637,000
out of a total of £1,768,000,

Hon, 8. W. Mungie: If the farmer has
paid that much in freights will net he gct
the greater proportion of the benefit?

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: On the
Premier’s showing he has paid one-balf the
tax and he will get only one-quarter of the
advantage in respect of freights.

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: What benefit will the
eity man cet?

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Perhapa
you ean tell us.

The Premier: Who will get the other
three-fourths of the benefit?¥

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
know.

The Premier:
are astray.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They are
not astray. The figures I have quoted are
apart altogether from fares, and the Pre-
mier has spoken of redueing fares as well as
freights, Some reduection, I suppose, wauld
be given to the goldficlds, but the metro-
politan area will pay about one-half of the
tax and so fares to the people of Perth wounld
have to be reduced. The people of Perth,
howaever, will pay far more in land tax than
the reduction in fares will amount to.
There is tremendous traffic on the railways
apart from the farmers’ produce.

The PREMILER: T dg not question the
Opposition Leader’s figures, but T think
they are somewhat astray. He endeavonrs
to show that the farmer will pay half this
tax.

Hou. Sir James Mitehell: Youo say that.

Premier: Who compiled those

That is where your figures

[ ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER: Yes. The Opposition
Leader farther endeavours to show that
the farmer will get only a quarter of the
advantage in reduced railway rates, Io
that case, I am puzzled as to who will get
the other three-quarters. Who uses the
railways so much as the farmer uses them?

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: T was dealing
with freights, not with fares.

The PREMIER: I too am dealing with
freights. The farmer will get the benefit
of reduction in fares also.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: No. The
farmer does not travel to and from bis
work.

The PREMIER: Whe is going to get the
other three-quarters of the advantage
then! The goldfields people use the rail-
ways very littla, and {he same remark
applies to the metropelitan people. The
great bulk of our railway traffic is ocea-
sioned by the farming community, The
only other freight of considerable magni-
tude is timber, For these reasons I am
puzzled to kuow where the other three-
quarters of the benefit will go if only one-
quatter is going to the farmer. I should
gay the position would be the other way
about, that the farmer would pay one-
quarter of the tax and get three-quarters
of the benefit in reduction of railway
rates.

Hon, 8ir James Mitebell: Was not 34
per cent, of the total tonnage carried by
the Railway Department last year timber
freight! And then, of course, there are
cnormons firewood freighta.

The Miunister for Railways: ‘1imber
represents only 20 per cent. of the earn-
ings, although it represents 34 per cent. of
the tonnage.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The Premier
must have seen trains loaded with all sorta
of stuff.,

Hon, 8. W. Munsie: But the principal
stuff carried on the railways is the farm-
ers’ stuff,

Hon. 8ir James Mitehell: The Honorary
Minister doesn’t krow mueh about it.

The PREMIER: Reduction in railway
freights to the country storekeeper must

eventually accrue to the benefit of the
farmer.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELYL: The

figures T have submitted are absolutely
correct. They are not my figures, but
were pot out by a committee of the
Primary Producers’ Association. Indeed,
I once had a deputation from that assoria-
tion requesting me to imposc a land tax
which would cover the cost of interest on
railiway construetion. My reply was that
I wovld he delighted to impose such a
tax, because it waould get me out of all my
difficulties. However, that is not the way
to manage the finances, taxing land to-pay
inrterest on the railways. Still. the Rail-
way Department are now doing better by
hatf-a-miltion per annum than they were
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doing two or three years ago. If railway
garnings continue to increase in the same
ratin as thev have bien doing latterly, it
will be possible to reduce freights. T fail
to see how the farmer caun afferd to pay
this taxation in order tn get a fractional
reduction in his railnway freights.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result :—

Ayes 16
Noes 19
Majority against 3
AYES.
Mr, Barnard Mr. North
Mr. DRrown Mr, Sampson
Mr. Davy Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Denton Mr. Taylor
Mr, Grifiths Mr. Teesadale
Mr. E. B. Johnston Mr. Thomson
Mr. Monn Mr. C. P. Wansbrough
Rir Jameas Mitchell Mr. Richardseno
{Telier.)
Noxa,
Mr. Angwin Mr. Maraball
Mr. Chesaon Mr, MceCallum
Mr. Clydesdala Mr. Millington
Mr. Coflller Mr. Mun=sle
Mr, Corboy Mr. Panton
Mr. Coverloy Mr. Troy
Mr. Heron Mr. A, Wanzbrodih
Mr. Holman Mr. Willcock
Mr. Keonedy ,  Mr. Wilson
Mr. Laméhd (Teller.s
Pales,
/. yEs. Noxs,
Mr. Angelo Mr. Lamberi
Mr. Latham Mr. W. D. Johbgon
Mr. Liodsay MY, Sleeman

 Amendment thus negstived.

Mr. THOMSON : 1 move an amendment—

That a proviso be added lo the subciause as
follopa— Provided that whenever any ‘person
s assessed for income itaxz on profils derived
direclly from the use or cullivation of any
parcel of land, sueh person sholl be: linble for
poyment of income tax only.”

When the individval is detiving his income
purely from the eoil the amendment will mean
that he will pay one tax only. Such a man is
pot in a position to pass on taxation. It
would be grossly unfair to require such a man
to pay both land and income taxation on his
capital. The report of the Commissloner of
Railways shows that the fartiers pay directly
36 per oent. of the railway charges on freight.
Indirectly they pa{ much mare, bedause they
hive to pay on all their requirements for the
o

rm.
Mr. Holman : “What aboat the mén who are
growing wool ?
Mr. THOMBON: They have to pay s
high rate of incomi tdx and I 'do not object
- §o that, 'The point' I am stressing i3 that whars
men derive théir ‘income divectly frbm the
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land, they should be exempt from land tax.
The Premier will be able to collect a considerable
amount from the people in the metropolitan
area, and of course they can pass it on.

The PREMIER : The proviso bears some-
what upon the amendment made in the Assess-
ment Bill when it waa befors us. There is
the distinction, however, that this amendment
goea infinitely further than the elause in the
Asrparment Bill. The latter provided that the
land owner might dedoct the amount of land
tax from income tax or vice versa, whichever
wna the greater. The amendment now before
the - Honse, howéver, proposes to exempt from
land tax the owner whose income is derived
from the nse of Jand. Az the amendment
stands, all Innd will be exempt, becaure practic-
ally ull land is nsed. No doubt the member for
Katanning intended to exempt only men who
were cultivating their land.

Hon. Bir J MITCHEIA : Would the
Premiler adbept the améndment if it were
alteréd:to malke it apply to Jand that was cul-
tivated ?

The Premibr: No, 1 oAnddt accept the
amendment, howsver worded, It will mean
loss " of revende.

Hon, $ir JAMES MITCHELL: The member
for Katannlng dedired agricaltural land to be
extmpt ohly when it was prépetly worked.

¥Mr, Thomson : Yea, where the man derived
bis intonte from land -under ctltivation,

Hon. Sir JAMES M.TCHELL: The hon.
matiibbr Wiahes to restore the oM eonditions,
atid I am inclined to be with him in that.

The Premier: Can we undo-in this - Bill
gsomething -we have dore in an earlior Bill ?

12 o’ clock--midnight.

The CHAIRMAN : No, we cannot. Stand-
ing Order 176 reads:—

No question shall be proposed which is
the same in substance as any question whloh
during the same session, has been resolved
in the affirmative or negative.

Section 6 of the Land and Ineome Tax Asgess.
ment Act Amendment Bill repeals Section 17
of the parent -Aot, the section under whioch has
heen allowed an abatement of income tax to
the extent of the land tax paid. Bo we have
virtually dealt with that question.

Mr. THOMSON : Neo, this is quite different.
I am going a little further than what was
in Section 17 of the pavent Act,

The Premier: A long way further.

Mr. THOMSBON : It is wrong to tax a man
on his capital, and undoubtedly the farmers
capital iz his land. In no other department
of business is a tax imposed on & man’s capital.
The Minister for Lands : How can his eapital
be the wnimproved value of the land 1

Mr. THOMSON: But you are not taxing
on that basis. Much unimproved land to.
day is valued at ls. per acre. But' by energy
and money——

The Minister for Lardda: And increased
population.

Mr, THOMSON : No, that does not affect
the valte of unimproved land. The value of
our wheat landa to-day is based, not en popula-
tion, but on-the produstivity of- thoso lands.
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If this were to be taxzation on unimproved
values, I would heve no objection to it, Bub
with the increased values, a man paying 2d,
in the pound has to pay £8 6s. on a 1,000 acres,
whereas under existing conditions he pays
£2 1a. 3d.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: Valwes have in-
oreaged all round.

Mr. THOMSON : I admit it. But the great
bulk of this land tax will come, not from the
metropolitan area, but from the country dis-
tricts, We have had no eatisfactory figures
83 (0 what amount will be saved to the farmer
by reduced railway freights. 1 cannot see why
we should go to the expense of collecting from
the peopls through the Taxation Department
money that we propose to hand back to them
through another department. Some of it
will stick in the Taxation Department and
some will stick in the Railway Department.
When & man is deriving his living from col-
tivating his land, that land should be exempt
from land tex.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : The greateat
blessing that has come to us during the last
few years is the increase in land values, If we
have a land lax, it must be based on land values,
We cannot object to that. But with the
member for Katanning (Mr. Thoroson) I agree
that when a man is deriving his living from the
oultivation of his land, he should be given some
consideration,

The Premier: You have hed an annual
tax like this for years and that is a point you
have not made before.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: You are in
creasing the tax.

The Premicr: But you are opposing the
tax.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That has
been the law for yeara.

The Premier: This House has never been
asked to go so far in remitting taxation us is
asked under this amendment.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL : If the Premier
had not wiped out the clause n the assessment
Act, thin wounld not have been moved. Of
course, the amendment goes too far.

The Premier: A man might get only £100
of income a year from £10,000 worth of land.

My, Thomson : If so it would be very foolish
of him. It would not pay interest.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCEHELL : Most of the
land of value in Perth is being used. The hon.
member wants the man who uses his capital
in the purchase of land to be relieved of the
need to psy both land tax and income tax.

Mr, Thomson: That is so.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If he can
word his amendment to meet that situation
I am with him, but I cannot agree to exempting
all land that is used. It would mean that the
whole of the metropolitan srea as well ma other
Jand would be exempt.

Amendment put and & division taken, with
the following result :(—

Ayes

Majority ngainst

1ol 85
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AYES.
Mir. Barpard Mr. North
Mr. Hrown Mr. Sampsen
Mr. Davy Mr. J. H, Bmith
Mr. Deaten Mr. Taylor
Ar. Grifiths Mr. Teesdale
Mr. E. B. Johnston Mr. Thomson
Mr. Mann Mr, C. P. Wansbrough
Sir James Mitchell | Mr. Richardson
! {Teller.)
NoFrsa.
Mr. Angwin Mr McCallum
Mr. Chesson My, Milllngtlon
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. Munsie
Mr. Celler Mr. Panton
Mr. Coverley Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Heron Mr. Troy
Mr. Ilolmah Mr, A, Wansbrough
Mr. Kennedy Mr. Willeconk
Mr. Lamond Mr. Wilson
Mr, Marshall Mr. Corboy
(Teller.)-
PalRs.
AYEE, NoEB.
Mr. Angelo My. Lambert
Mr. Latham Mr, W. D. Johneon:

Amendment thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.

‘Clauses 3, 4, 6—agreed to.
Clause 6—Super-tax of 15 per cent.:

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: We are all

uninted with the effect of the supertax.
1 know ql:Iite a number of people who are
gending their money te Victoria for invest-
ment.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I do not think
there are many such people.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I know several
We should discontinue the impoeition of this
heavy taxation. If the Government brought
down a tax similar to that obtaining in the
highest of the other States, Queensland, it
would be sufficient. I ask members to vote
against the claunse.

Hon. Bir JAMES MITCHELL: I bave
already discussed the question of the need
for the continuance of the supertex. That
tax was imposed when we had a deficit of
about £700,000. The position to.day is very
different, with an anticipated deficit of £188,000.
I resent the unfairness of the member for
Williams-Narrogin, who has not justified his
opposition to the tax by referring to the im-
provement in the finances. If he were serious,
he would advance that ground. We impose
tozation in order that the Treasurer may
finance the work of government. However,
in that respect the need is no longer pressing.
The time has come to take off the super tax.
Qur income tax is very high, and operates
agoinst the best interests of the State. The
incomes of our people are so much lees than
the incomes of the people in the East that we
have to impose very high rates of taxation in
order to get any substantial revenue. That
is one of the arguments which the Premier
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will pat up to the Federal Royal Commisaion on
the financial relationship. I hope that those
hon. members opposite who voted against the
wuper-tax last year will vote against it this
year.
The PREMIER : I must express a hope
gimilar to that expressed by the present Op-
position Leader last session, namely, that the
majority of the Commitiee will not vote against
the super-tax, If on that score I am charged
with inconsistency, I shall reply that the
Opposition Leader and I exhibit the same
degrec of inconsistency. He voted for the
super-tax last year: I shall vote for it this
ear. If T am doprived of it, I shall lose
£100,000; and that ia an amount I cannot
Eossihly make up. The Opposition Leader
nows that I am £18,000 down on the five
months of the year which have expired, In
addition, I have budgeted for £40,000 better
than last year, which puts me £58,000 to the
bad. Of course I may receive from some
jitems more than I have forecasted, but on
the other hand the expenditure on some heads
may prove larger than [ have anticipated.
HTIamto refl?se my estimated receipts, I
must get £154,000 more for the last seven
months of this financial year than was ob
toined in the corresponding months of the
previous financial year ; and even if I live
within my estimated expenditure, I shall have
to expend £98,000 more during those months
than was expended during the closing seven
months of 1923-24,

Mr. Taylor: This year you will get trom

sandalwood £45,000 that yon did not get last
year.
The PREMIER: 1 shall receive only s
proportionate increase because woe have al-
ways reccived two-fifths of the revenue from
sandalwood. Now I will receive the lof,
lesa 10 per cent.

Hon. Sir Jamea Mitchell: You will get o
lot from land taxation.

The PREMIER : The Leader of the Oppoai-
tion’s figures are all astray; I wish they
were tre. I would remind hon. members
that I have agreed to a considerable concession
regarding taxation on mining. ¥ am not alto-
gether sure as to how the Asgessment Bill
will fare in the Counecil, because some members
bave intimated that they will move to increase
the amount. of relief proposed for the mining
industry. The Commonweaith Parliament de-
cided to exempt mining dividends and profits
from taxetion aitogether, and it is proposed
to move an amendment in the Council to bring
cur Bill into line with the Commonwealth
legislation.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The Council
cannot amend that Bill!

The PREMIER : Unfortunately members
there have & way of pressing requested amend-
ments and I have been unable to distingunish
much difference between the actual power to
amend snd that of determination to press
amendments. An to the super-tax, I did not
impose it and I have not erjoyed it for one
year. Surely the Committee will not deprive
me of the advantage of that tax for one year,
I will make & promise eimilar to that of the
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Leader of the Opposition when he waa in
office.

Mr. Taylor: Yon will keep it as well.

Hon. Bir James Mitchell: Show me in
** Hansard * where I made that promise.

The PREMIER: If the resulta of the
financial year should prove as asticipated by
the Leader of the Opposition, there will be
vo doubt about the remission of the tax.
Sbould we balance the ledger, perhaps we will
make a further reduction in taxation, but 1
am not in a position to do so this year.

Mr, THOMSON ;: I support the deletion of
the clavse. I voted to strike it ont during the
progress of the last Parliament. One argu.
ment at thet time was that the amount of
the exemption proposed would cut off £30,000
of revenue. It was pointed out at the time
that the increase in the rate of tax from -008d.
to -007d. would give a return of £37,000. The
simtement was made last yesr that it had
returned approximately £980,000.

The Minister for Lands: Who made that
statement ?

Mr, THOMSON : It was made in the Conncil
and it was not refuted. The statement was
aleo made in this Chamber. Another reason
for eupporting the amendment is that I believe
the Premier will receive more revenue than
he anticipates.

The Premier: Where from ?

Mr. THOMSON : Reports to hand indicate
that the farming community are in a most
fortunate position in that they have to buy
more bags in order to deal with their harvest.
One member sitting on the Government side
of the House has had to buy two more bales
of bags and anticipates he wﬂf have to purchase
still more to handle his orop. Some meme
bers sitting on the Oppasition side of the House
are in the same position. Thin will mean
increased revenue to the Premier and more
revenue for the railways. It bas béen stated
that the yield will exceod the estimate by
over two million bushels.

The Premier: Is this the same crowd that
oannot pay taxation ?

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, but they have to

ay 15 per cent. on top of their other taxation,

the sheep men get a good price for their

wool it will be reflected in the returns to the
Treaaurer.

The Premier : But wool is down in quantity.

Mr. THOMSON : And that is made up by
the increase in price.

The Premier: But those returns will come
into next year’s taxation returns. Last year's

rices for wool are being shown in the returns
for this year.

Mr. THOMSON: In view of theso facts,
however, there will be an increase in the income
earned right through. Wages, too, are higher,

The Premier: I estimate receiving £560,000
less from income tax this year than was ro-
ceived last year.

Mr. TAYLOR : The super-tax was imposed
for war purposes, and we were told it would
be maintained only so long as it was neceesary.
We bhave now reached the stage where the
Treasurer feels confident that he will almost
square the ledger. ~
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The Premier: I am satisfied I will not even
get down to my estimate.

Clause put and a division taken, with the
following result :—

Ayes ... - 20
Noes ... 16
Majority for 4
AYES,
Mr, Angwin Mr, Marshall
Mr. Cbesson Afr. MceCallum
Mr. Clydesdate Mr. Millington
Mr. Colller Mr. Munsle
Mr. Corboy Mr, Panton
Mr. Coverley Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Hetron | Mr. Troy
Mr. Holman { Mr. A. Wanzbrough
Mr. Kennedy Mr. Willeock
¥r. Lamond Mr. Wilson
« Teller.)
Noud,
Mr. Baroard Mr. North
MT. Hrown Mr. Sampson
Mr. Dary Mr. I, H, Smith
Mr. Denaton Mr, Taylor
Mr. Grifiths Mi. Tcesdale
Mr. £. B. Johnston Mr. Thomson
Mr. Mann Mr. C. P. Wangbrough
Sir James Mltchell Mr. Richardson
{Teltery
PAmRs.
AYED. NOEB.
Mr. Lambert - Mre. Angelo
Mr. W. D.- Johuson Mr, Latham

Clyuse thus. passed.

Clanse 7—Section 56 of 1907, No. 15 not
to apply :

Mr, DAVY: This is the olause that from
year to year has heen suspending the right
of & taxpayer t0 pay his income tax assessment
in two instalments. It seems to me a paltry
expedient. for keeping up the revenue. 1hope
the Treasurer will disregard that deparimental
expedient end let this clanse go. There is
no regularity in one’s liability to pay income
tax. One never knows when his assessment
will arrive. I onoo had three within two
years. Bometimes this imposes hnrdship an
private persons. The vight to pay in two
moieties was bat a small concession. Still it
hias been taken away from us, despite the
fact that Parliament originally oconoeded

it.

Mr. SAMPSON : Even the municipal souncila

ive this concession. If in & small matter
E::munieipal ratings the principle is acknow-
ledged, it certainly onght to be acknowiedged
in ot of the payment of income tax.
It iz provided forin the original Ast, but tax-
payers are doprived of it by this provision'in
the annual Bill. Many taxpayers-find gmat
difficulsy - in meeting their income tax obligs-
tiona and frequently an overdraft is neces.
sary. I repeat that the House recognised
such & 'provision ‘was- necessary and wisdom
prompted ita inelusion in the Act.

[COUNCIL.|

The Premier : It cannot be done.
Clauss put and passed.
Clagse 8—Deductions :

Mr, THOMSON : This clause provides for
& deduction of £10 for each child ander the age
of 16.

The Premier: That is in addition to the
£40 get out in the assessment Bill.

Clanse put and passed.
Preamble, Titlo—agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.
Third Reading.
Bill read a third time and transmitied to
the Council.

House adjqurned ot 12 5¢ a.m., (Wednesday).

Legslative Council.
Wednesday, 17th December, 1984,

Tlinesa of Preident
guest.lon: Denmark district publican’s Hesmse 2400
otion : Standing Ordare Buspeosion ...

oxplanation ; ot palrs ... 2404
Billa : Todustrial Arbitration At * Amendment,
repart, g, e ZA0M
Workers’ Compensatlon Act Amendment,
Recom., turther recom, ... e e 2404
Land Tox and 1mtome Tax, reécelved o 2417
Appropriation, 28, ... e 2417
Loan, £8,6845,000, 28, Com., eto. ... e 2420

—

ILLNESS OF PRESIDENT.

The Clerk anhbunced that the Fresident
would be absent from the sitting of the
Couneil owing to indisposition, and that it
would therefore be mecessary for mémbers
to appeint one of their number to take the
place of the President during his absenmce.

The COT.OXTAL SECRETARY (Hon. J.
M. Drew) [3.1]: T move—
That the Chairman of Committees (Hon.
J. W. Hirwan) be appointed 1o take the
President's Chair.
Question: put and passed.

Hon. J. W. RIRWAN accordingly took
the Chair at 3.2 p.m,



